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At a special meeting of the New-Hampshire Historical Soci- 
ety, held at Concord, December 21, 1836, the Communication of 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. of New-York city, formerly Secretary 
of State in New-Hampshire, in relation to the Preservation of the 
Public Archives in the United States, having been read and consid- 
ered, and the same appearing to the Society to be of great public 
interest, and to merit the prompt attention of most of our state 
legislatures, and of other bodies having charge of valuable public 
archives — 

Resolved^ That said Communication be immediately published, 
and copies thereof be transmitted by the Corresponding Secretary 
to the governors of the several states, to be submitted, if they shall 
see fit, to the legislatures thereof: also, copies to the President of 
the United States, and to the mayors of the cities of Boston, New- 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, (S. C.) New-Orleans, and of such other cities as the Standing 
Committee may advise. 

A true copy from the records — Attest : 

MOSES G. THOMAS, Recording Secretary. 



REMARKS AND DOCUMENTS 



RELATIM6 TO THS PRSSERVATION AMD ILEEFING OF THE 



PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 



I. Security against Fire, To provide for the safe and 
perfect keeping of the Public Archives is so obviously one 
of the first and most imperative duties of a legislature, that 
no argument could make it plainer to a reflecting mind. 
They are treasures of so sacred a character, that the public 
enemy who wantonly devotes them to the flames is, by all 
civilized people, branded as a barbarian ; and of so priceless 
a value, that no money could purchase them of the poorest 
state in the Union, or replace them when once destroyed. 
And yet legislators, who would not sleep till their own title- 
deeds were on record and their buildings insured against 
fire, feel no concern for the safety of the archives and edifices 
of the state, although its purse is in their hands, and they have 
solemnly sworn to discharge their duty with fidelity. This 
astonishing apathy, in a matter of such interest to the whole 
community, may, perhaps, be deemed the less censurable 
because it is so general ; but what reproach will not justly 
attach to those constituted guardians of the common weal, 
who, after having their attention turned to the subject, shall 
carelessly and negligently leave the original records and 
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papers of the state — the only authentic materials of its his- 
tory — to a remote, it may be, but ultimately certain, destruc- 
tion by fire ? 

With the view of attempting to awaken attention to this 
subject, (although I may be thought by some to meddle 
with things which do not concern me) I have endeavored to 
collect accounts of such conflagrations as have damaged or 
destroyed the archives of the individual states and of the 
nation, — ^believing that no good citizen would be able to 
contemplate the black catalogue without at once resolving 
to make an effort for the safety of the records of his own 
state. 

Unfortunately for my purpose, I have succeeded in 
obtaining information from only sixteen states and four 
of the Departments at Washington, and that neither so 
full or positive in all cases £is I hoped for ; but still it reveals 
an extent of destruction which will astonish any one who 
has not himself been raking among the ashes. Of the in- 
stances, thus discovered, of damage to public records by 
fire, it is surprising how little is now known. Several of 
them had passed into utter oblivion, and have been brought 
to light by chance only. From these circumstances it may 
be inferred, that more thorough investigations would dis- 
close other forgotten ruins. 

In six of the sixteen states from which I have some in- 
formation, it is ascertained that the public archives have 
been partially destroyed by fire ; viz. in New-Hampshire in 
1736 ; in Massachusetts in 1747, besides having been thrown 
into confusion, if not otherwise damaged, by three previous 
fires ; in New- York in 1740 — 1 and 1773 ; in New- Jersey 
in 1686 ; in North-Carolina in 1831 ; in South-Carolina in 
1698 — these were all accidental ; in Virginia in 1781, by the 
enemy under Arnold. 

The national archives have been partially burnt at three 
several times — ^viz. in 1800, when the buildings of the War 
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Department were accidentally consumed ; in 1814, when 
the public buildings and many of the records and papers of 
the War, Navy and Treasury Departments were destroyed 
by the British troops; and in 1833, when the Treasury 
buildings were burnt. It deserves special remark, as a 
striking evidence of the utility of fire-proof offices, that the 
valuable papers in the two fijre-proof rooms of the War 
Office in 1814, and those in the fire-proof rooms of the 
Treasury Department in 1833, were all saved, while many 
of the others were consumed. 

Now, without seeking to enlarge this melancholy list of 
conflagrations, we have here enough to excite a general 
feeling of grief and even of indignation at the inexcusable 
negligence which has consigned so many precious materials 
for our country's history to irretrievable destruction. That 
the general government, especially, should have lavished 
immense sums in the erection of splendid buildings, calcu- 
lated rather for architectural display than for convenient 
use, and at the same time have left any portion of the na- 
tional archives unprotected by fire-proof offices, will be a 
subject of wonder and regret to future generations. And it 
is almost incredible, that, at this day — ^upwards of half a cen- 
tury from the establishment of our independence — ^no fire- 
proof offices are occupied by the government at Washing- 
ton, though two are now being built ! But let us rejoice 
that a reform has commenced, though we cannot forget that, 
of the three conflagrations of our national archives, we owe 
one to the vandalism of the public enemy, and two* to the 
improvidence of bur own government. In truth, if other 
fire-proof rooms would have proved as effectual for the 
ecurity of their contents as the two which belonged to the 
War Department in 1814, it was the fault of our govern- 
ment that any of those archives were burnt. 

* Since these remarks were written, the conflagration of the Patent Office, 
the General Post-Office, and the City Post-Office, has occurred. 
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111 Vermont and Massachusetts, all, and in New- York. 
New-Jersey, North-Carolina and Pennsylvania, most of the 
state archives are kept in offices called fire-proof. In New- 
York a building really fire-proof is nearly finished. The 
offices of the first two states are in the capitol, the others in 
separate buildings. In Mainie, New-Hampshire, Rhode-Isl- 
and, Connecticut, Ohio, Maryland, Virginia and Indiana, the 
offices are in the capitol, but not fire-proof. In Delaware 
and Kentucky they are in combustible buildings, separate 
from the capitol. 

As every thing which can be procured by money sinks 
into insignificance in comparison with the original records of 
a state, I have not made inquiry concerning the destruction 
of public edifices and libraries, but it appears, that the court 
house (capitol ?)— a " spacious and beautiful building" — and 
books, plans, pictures, &c. were consumed in Massachusetts 
in 1747 ; that the capitol of Kientucky has bieen twice burnt ; 
that the state house of North-Carolina — " the pride of the 
state" — ^the whole of the state library, and the statue of 
Washington by Canova — ^' that chef d^ceuvre of the great 
artist," which cost about ^25,000, were destroyed in 1831 ; 
and that the national library perished with the public 
buildings in 1814. 

It is probable that most of the states have valuable and 
increasing libraries which are kept in combustible rooms. 
New-Hampshire has one of about 2000 volumes, includ- 
ing public documents and journals of Congress, and Mary- 
land one of 10,000 volumes, thus exposed. Since the 
destruction of the national library, the government has pur- 
chased the library of Mr. Jefferson, 6484 volumes, at an 
expense of ^23,950, and other books, making the entire 
collection about 24,000 volumes, at a cost of ^99,950, ex- 
clusive of Congressional documents. This phcenix library 
has already been damaged, and is probably liable to total 
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destruction by fire. It would be more worthy of the na- 
tional character and resources if it were increased at least 
ten fold, and secured in appropriate fire-proof apartments. 

Besides the condition of the state libraries, it would be 
interesting to know that of the other principal libraries in 
this country, such as those of our larger cities, and our col- 
leges, universities, and historical and antiquarian societies. 
Some of these are very large and valuable, though greatly 
inferior to the European collections. The Philadelphia 
library contains 44,000 volumes; Cambridge University 
42,000, besides 10,000 maps, charts and views ; Boston 
Athenaeum 29,100; New- York Society 25,000; Charles- 
ton, S. C. 15,000 ; Yale College 10,000, besides 15,000 in 
the society libraries ; Dartmouth College 6,000, besides 
8,500 in the society libraries. Several other colleges have 
libraries, incluiding those of the societies, of 10,000 to 
14,000 volumes. Are all or any of these protected by fire- 
proof rooms ? The New- York Historical Society's library 
is said to contain 10,000 volumes, but it is now kept in the 
third story of a building which is far from fire-proof. Some 
other historical societies are equally careless of the treasures 
confided to their custody. But I will pass from this digres- 
sion to the second part of my subject. 

II. Mode of Keeping, Next in importance to fire-proof 
ofiices, is a mode of keeping the original papers so that they 
may at once be secure against wear and loss, and be in the 
best condition to be removed upon an emergency, or to be 
consulted with the greatest facility and advantage. 

On this point it might be suflicient simply to refer to 
the letter of my Cambridge correspondent, whose exten- 
sive observation in the public offices of this and foreign 
countries entitles his opinion to all consideration and re- 
spect ; and to the valuable communication from Mr. Felt, 
relative to the reform now in progress in the office of the 
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secretary of the state of Massachusetts. But I will add a 
few remarks. 

Deeming it a matter of deep interest that the original 
statutes and papers of the several states should be transmit- 
ted to future ages, I have made inquiry respecting the pre- 
vailing mode of enrolling the former, and of keeping the 
whole in the public offices. 

In most of the states from which I have heard, and prob- 
ably in most of the others, it is the practice to enroll the 
statutes on paper and keep them in files. This is decidedly 
the worst mode in use. In New- York since 1803, and in 
Maine and New-Hampshire since 1827, they have been en- 
rolled on large, durable paper, chaptered, indexed, and 
bound in volumes. This is a great improvement on the 
prevailing mode. In Kentucky they are enrolled on parch- 
ment and kept in files, and are liable, of course, to wear 
and loss. In Virginia they have always been enrolled on 
parchment, and kept separate in tin cases of cylindrical form, 
as is the manner with acts of Congress. In Massachusetts, 
since 1827, they have been enrolled on vellum or parch- 
ment, indexed, and well bound in volumes. I incline to 
give this mode the preference, and I venture to recommend 
that particular attention be paid to the quality of the ink 
and chirography. The most careful and experienced clerks 
should be employed to enroll them, as errors are not easily 
corrected on parchment. 

In most of the states, it is believed, all the statutes are 
published ; in others, only those of a public, emd the most 
important of those of a private, nature ; and in a few, the 
public acts, and titles only of the private ones. In some 
states all, and in others none, are recorded. If the originals 
are properly preserved and all are published, and a printed 
copy, duly examined and certified by the secretary of state, 
or other proper officer, be kept for use when authenticated 
copies are wanted, the recording may well be dispensed 
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with. In New- York, the legislative journals, and a volume 
of "senate documents" and another of "assembly docu- 
ments," are annually published. Thus are the most im- 
portant materials for the history of that great state secured 
against loss and destruction. The multiplication of copies 
of legislative journals and documents by printing is the 
only certain way to perpetuate them, and, therefore, should 
be universally practised. The expense is unworthy of con- 
sideration. 

The other original papers of both the executive and legis- 
lative departments of, probably, every state in the Union 
and of the federal government, except partially in the de- 
partments at Washington and in two or three states, are 
kept in files, suffering, of course, the wear, tear, loss and 
other evils incident to that very bad mode of keeping them, 
besides being in the worst condition for examination. But 
in Massachusetts, a new era has commenced. Careful and 
competent persons, familiar with the history of the state, 
are employed, under authority of the legislature, in arrang- 
ing and classifying all the legislative, executive, and other 
papers on file in the secretary's office, commencing at the 
earliest date, and to continue down to the present time. 
These are to have suitable tables of contents and indexes of 
names, &c. and to be bound in volumes. After this great 
reform shall have been accomplished, there will be no more 
files of public archives in Massachusetts ; and it may be 
said of the manuscripts which may hereafter accumulate 
there, as of those in the Foreign Office at Paris, and the 
Colonial Office in London, that " they are so well classified, 
indexed and bound that any single paper in the whole may 
be found with the utmost ease." This admirable method 
will unquestionably be universally adopted in this country. 
It needs only to be known to be approved. 

As to the manner of putting ancient manuscripts together 
in volumes, I will again refer to the communication of Mr. 

2 
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Felt. When they are torn or decayed, they may be patched 
and supported by means of silk paper and strong gmn ara- 
ble water, or even common paste. The silk paper may be 
pasted over the writing without concealing it. 

It is to be regretted, that our legislatures and public offi- 
ces are generally supplied with paper of so bad and perish- 
able a quality. If those whose duty it is to furnish the 
stationary would make it a uniform practice to procure paper 
of a proper size, made wholly or principally of linen, they 
would do an important service to their own and to succeed- 
ing generations. 

[This article had been prepared for the press by giving 
the substance of the valuable letters of my correspondents, 
but without the names of the authors — ^because a few of 
those letters were probably written in haste, and none of 
them, so far as I knew, with the expectation that they would 
be published ; but, on farther reflection, and with the advice 
of discreet literary friends, whose nice sense of propriety 
would not permit them to countenance the slightest breach 
of confidence, I have changed my plan — and for the reason 
that the matter is wholly of a public nature, the letters all 
well written, and the names of the authors calculated to 
give interest and influence to the publication. With this 
explanation, I pray the indulgence of my obliging and re- 
spected correspondents.] 

New- York, Dec. 14, 1836. 



Cambridge, Dec. 7, 1835. 
My dear Sir, 

I fear I can say little in reply to your queries 
that will be to the purpose. I have visited only the archives 
in the thirteen old states. I will take up your questions in 
their order: 

1. Generally speaking the public papers and the libraries 
of the legislatures and public oflices, are kept in the state- 
houses, as in New-Hampshire. In North-Carolina, Pennsyl- 
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vania, New- Jersey and New- York, the secretary of state's 
office is in a separate building near the state-house, and the 
most valuable papers are in his office. But even in these 
states there are libraries and many manuscript papers in the 
State-houses. In New-Jersey, New- York and Massachu- 
setts, the principal papers are kept in fire-proof rooms. This 
may be the case in sonve of the other states, but to what 
extent I cannot say. 

2. Answered above. 

3. The War Department and Treasury at Washington 
have been burnt by accident at difierent times, and the most 
important papers in each have been destroyed. 

Next to the importance of fire-proof rooms, is that of pre- 
serving the papers in a condition to be easily removed upon 
an emergency. Every scrap of paper in every office should 
be bound according to its subject and date, as soon as it has 
passed through the hands of the officers and is turned over 
for the files. Being thus compact in volumes of convenient 
size, they may in case of fire be quickly removed, and 
without injury or loss. Another advantage, is the vast sav- 
ing of time in consulting them, and the certainty of finding 
every thing they contain, on any subject, by the aid of 
indexes. It is singular that this practice has not been 
adopted in any of our public offices, except partially, while 
in Europe it prevails every where. Whoever will bring all 
our public officers to arrange and bind up the whole of their 
papers, and continue to do it as fast as they accumidate, will 
confer an incalculable benefit on these United States, and 
be renowned in history. It is only by such a system that 
the history of the present can hereafter be written. In the 
archives of the Foreign Office in Paris, where I passed four 
months in examining American papers, there are 40,000 
volumes of manuscripts, so well classified, bound and index- 
ed, that any single paper in the whole may be found with 
the utmost ease. All the current papers are bound, as soon 
as they are done with in the office. I had the means of 
knowing, that, in the Colonial Department in London, 
(where I was engaged five months) the current papers in 
that office alone, which are bound up in regular order, amount 
to between 400 and 500 volumes annually — ^that is, thick 
volumes of about 1000 pages each. 

Teach this invaluable habit to our officers, and then make 
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them build fire-proofs, aiid you will have rendered a service 
to your country for which posterity will hold your name in 
perpetual and grateful remembrance. 

Truly your friend, 

JARED SPARKS. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. 



ARCHIVES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

Treasury Department, September 16, 1836. 

Sir- 
In reply generally to the questions contained in your 
letter of the 12th inst., I have to inform you that at the 
burning of the public buildings by the British in 1814, a 
great proportion of the records and papers of the govern- 
ment were removed ; still, some of much value were lost. 
In this case, fire-proof buildings would have been of no 
avail. 

By the fire on the night of the 31st of March, 1833,the treas- 
ury building, xoith the exception of the fire-proof rooms, was 
destroyed. The papers in the fire-proof were all saved, and 
also nearly all in the other parts of the building, excepting 
those in the attic story, and the two rooms in one of which 
it i^ supposed the fire originated. 

There is no uniform manner of keeping the papers in the 
departments. Some of them are in files, and others bound. 
No fire-proof offices are at present occupied by the govern- 
ment in this city, though two are now building. 

I am very respectfully, 
Your ob't serv't, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Sec'y of the Treasury. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. 76 Bowery, 
New- York. 

Department of State, 
Washington, Oct. 24th, 1836. 
Mr. R. Bartlett : 

Sir — In answer to your letter of the 18th 
instant, I have to inform you that the archives of this de- 
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partment do not appear to contain any important infonnation 
relative to the destruction of public builc&ngs or archives by 
fire. I am very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
ASBURY DICKENS, Acting Secretary of State. 

War Department, Aug. 1, 1836. 

Sir — Press of business prevented the Secretary of War 
from giving an answer to your letter of the 1st inst. previ- 
ously to his leaving here a short time since on a visit to 
Detroit. I have the honor, therefore, to reply to you ; but, 
in doing so, must confine myself to giving such of the facts 
asked for by you as relate to this department alone ; and 
refer you to the other public offices for the information relat- 
ing to the buildings and archives in their charge, and to the 
executive of Michigan for answers to your questions re- 
specting the archives of that state. 

In the fall of the year 1800 the building in which 
the business of the War Department was transacted, was 
burned, it is believed accidentally, and many of the records 
and other papers destroyed. This destruction would proba- 
bly not have taken place had the building been fire-proof. 

In the year 1814, the building of the same department 
was burned by the enemy, and many of the documents de- 
stroyed. At this time, however, there were ttoo fire-proof 
rooms in the building, in one of which a considerable num- 
ber of revolutionary papers were kept. These were saved. 

Papers received at the War Department are kept in files, 
and those emanating therefrom are recorded in books pre- 
pared for the purpose ; but none of these, except the docu- 
ments relaxing to pensions, axe kept in fire-proof rooms — 
there being no such rooms besides those where the pension 
papers are deposited. 

Very respectfully your most ob't serv't, 

C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. 76 Bowery, 
New- York. 

Navy Department, Sept. 16, 1836. 
Sir— 

Your letter of the 12th instant has been received. 
The archives of the department were partially damaged 
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in 1814, when the public buildings were destroyed by fire 
applied by the British troops. 

The papers are kept in files for six months, so far as the 
correspondence extends, after which they are classed and 
bound up in volumes. Some papers of less importance are 
kept in files. 

I am respectfully yours, 

M. DICKERSON. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. 76 Bowery, 

New- York. 

Post-Office Department. 

The Post-Master General did not answer the letter I ad- 
dressed him making inquiries respecting the security of the 
records and papers in his office against fire, &c., but in his 
report of December 6, 1836, to the President of the United 
States, he judiciously remarks — 

" The building in which the General Post-Office is kept 
is not fire-proof, and its valuable books and papers are daily 
exposed to destruction. With such ample means as the 
government now has at command the undersigned perceives 
no good reason why the greatest possible security should not 
be given to its archives." 

And the President, in his message of Dec. 6, adds on the 

same subject — 

" The expediency of providing a fire-proof building for 
the important books and papers of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, is worthy of consideration. In the present condition 
of our tresisury, it is neither necessary nor wise to leave 
essential public interests exposed to so much danger, when 
they can so readily be made secure." 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The legislative and executive archives of New-Hamp- 
shire were partially destroyed by fire in 1736, and some of 
them have been since lost by carelessness or accident. (See 
Secretary Waldron's letter of May 17, 1736, to Gov. Bel- 
che)', and Secretary BartletVs letter of 1827 to Gov. Pierce,) 
They have always been in great danger from fire, but never 
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apparently in less than the hour before a portion of them 
were consumed. At the present time they are all kept in 
the state-house at Concord ; but the building does not 
contain a single apartment which is, or was designed to be, 
fire-proof. This edifice, which was considered one of the 
best and handsomest of its kind in the Union at the time it 
was erected, (1816) cost about $70,000. Its exterior walls 
are of hewn granite ; but its doors, unprotected window 
sash, roof, cupola, floors, and the whole interior, are of wood ; 
and in case the interior should be burnt, the granite walls 
woidd be effectually destroyed, and the public records and 
papers would be likely to share the same fate. The build- 
ing is greatly exposed to conflagrations from without and 
within. Fires are of course kept in the offices ; and during 
the winter session, every fourth year, not fewer than twenty 
fires — some of them such " fierce'' ones as destroyed the 
" beautiful" court-house and many valuable records, in Mas- 
sachusetts in 1747 — are kept in fire-places and stoves. And 
yet the state-house has escaped the dangers of twenty 
years ! Imminent dangers it has escaped, and more of 
them, probably, than are known. The chimneys are swept 
only by the fire, and the roof is shingled. On one occasion 
the burning cinders from the flue of the treasury office fell 
down the flue of the adjutant general's office above, and 
consmned a quantity of waste paper which had accumulated 
in the fire-place during the summer. When the pine fire-. 
board was removed, the danger and the escape were both 
disclosed. Had the board taken fire, it is highly probable 
that the house and all the records, papers and books in the 
adjutant general's office and the executive chamber ad- 
joining, would have been consumed, and those in the secre- 
tary's and treasurer's offices, and the valuable library below, 
have been greatly damaged, if not entirely destroyed. Com- 
mon prudence and a wise economy both require the imme- 
diate erection of a separate fire-proof building for the offices 
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and library, and at least an incombustible covering to the 
roof of the capitol. 

The statutes of this state have always been enrolled on 
paper, and generally without regard to its size or quality, or 
to the ink or chirography ; and till recently they were kept 
in files. In 1827, for the first time, they were enrolled on 
large sized, durable paper, made chiefly of linen, and were 
chaptered, indexed, and well bound in a volume, which was 
lettered, Oi^ginal Acts^ 1827. This method has since been 
continued. Care is required on the part of the engrossing 
or enrolling clerks to leave sufficient margins, and to put 
together a proper number of sheets for convenient binding. 
The statutes prior to 1827 are recorded in large volumes, 
certified by the secretary of state, and indexed ; but when 
the originals began to be bound up the practice of recording 
was discontinued. Only the statutes of a public nature, and 
a few of the most important of those of a private nature, 
have hitherto been published, but now all are published. 

The original journals of the senate and house are depos- 
ited by the clerks in the secretary's office at the close of 
each session ; and, with a copious index and an appendix of 
the most important legislative documents, are printed and 
distributed. 

The original papers of the executive and legislatiue have 
always been kept in files, suffering, of course, derangement 
and loss from carelessness, accident, and even design. In 
1827 the secretary recommended that they should " all be 
arranged in chronological order, prefixed by a table of con- 
tents, and neatly bound and lettered ;" and the legislature 
passed a resolution authorizing him, among other things, 
" to procure to be bound any collection or collections of 
documents, letters, or official papers in his office, which, in 
his opinion, ought in this way to be preserved ;" biit the 
resolution did not seem to contemplate a complete chrono- 
logical arrangement and binding up of all the papers from 
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the earliest date — a work of much labor and care, and in- 
volving considerable expense for the employment of a com- 
petent assistant — and the secretary having other extra duties 
to perform in his office, the proposed arrangement of papers 
was postponed, and has never been accomplished. The 
scheme, however, is so important, that it will doubtless soon 
be resumed and^ executed.* When this is done, some gen- 
eral indexes made, and fire-proof offices provided, the ar- 
chives of the state will be in a very good condition. 

As to the records of deeds and of the judicial and probate 
courts, it is not remembered that any of them have been de- 
stroyed by fire. Only one county has been provident enough 
to erect fire-proof offices for their security. 

Note. It may be worth noting, that the library of the 
town of Portsmouth, consisting of about one thousand vol- 
umes of well chosen books, was consumed by the great fire 
in 1813. 

* Probably on a snggestion of a correspondent of Mr. Bartlett of the iraprove- 
mentfl recommended in this article, Gov. Hill submitted to the legislature the 
following considerations in his message of Nov. 23, 1836 : 

• • V tt \ arnall fire-proof building, of stone or brick, erected in the 
" state-house yard, at no very great expense, for the offices of the treasurer and 
** secretary, would leave the capitol with little risque from fire in the interior 
** except when the legislature snail be in session, and supply two good addi- 
** tional apartments for the use of committees and for the storage and preserva- 
^* tion of books and maps, or other property belonging to the state. 

'* I would call the attention of the legislature to the state of the public 
** archives in the secretary's office. A morough examination of the public 
'' documents, and a classification and arrangement of them, might be accom- 
'* plished at an inconsiderable expense. The value of these documents and 
*^ papers can only be duly estimated when they shall be irretrievably lost. It 
*^ is stated that the council records of the province from 1G80 to 16c9 are not 
** in the secretary's office, but may be found elsewhere. If so, may it not be 
" expedient to take measures for their recovery .'" 

On the last recommendation of his Excellency, there was the following 

action in the House of Representatives, at the late session of the legislature. 

[1836. Thursday, December 29, ^* Mr. Bell, firom the select committee 
" to which was referred so much of the governor's message as relates to the 
*' public archives, made a report of an examination, concluding with a resolu- 
** tion to authorixe the governor to employ John Farmer,\ Esq. to examine, ar- 
** range, index, and superintend the binding of the papers in the office of the 
" secretary — which, the rules of the House being suspended for that purpose, 
" on motion by Mr. Chadwick, was read three several times, and passed. ' 

On Saturday, Dec. 31, the same resolution passed the Senate.] 
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BURNING OF THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE— 1736. 

Letter from Hon, Richard Waldron, Secretary of the 
Province of New-Harn/pshire, to Governor Jonathan 
Belcher, at Boston, 

Portsmouth, May 21, 1736. 

May it please your Excellency : 

I am obliged to beg pen, ink and paper, to tell your 
Excellency I received your favor by the post, and how 
heavy the hand of heaven lyes upon me. A Tuesday, be- 
tween 8 and 9 o^clock in the morn, a spark of fire from my 
kitchen chimney (as I suppose) kindled a flame in the roof 
of my house, which in forty minutes laid it in ashes, (the 
wind being very high. ) I esteem the burning of my cot- 
tage no great loss ; but what was consumed within it makes 
a deep hole in my little fortune, which I never expect to 
see mended. All my clothes and linen, with my wife's 
geer and appurtenances, are laid in the dust. We had only 
time and presence of mind enough to save our lumbering 
stuff, such as tables and chairs. We are almost reduced to 
the same degree of nakedness as when we came into the 
world ; and to aggravate my sorrows, my poor wife is almost 
inconsolable. But I desire forever to remember with great 
thankfulness the mercy that I have experienced in the visi- 
tation — ^namely, that no life was lost, and that my flight 
was not in the night. I hope the infinite God intends me 
good from the repeated strokes of his irresistible arm, and 
that they will be productive of the peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness. 

Most of my books and papers are lost, and what of the 
public records and files are saved, I cannot say as yet, but 
believe hardly any of them, I had began to copy for 
White-hall, but copies and originals are both consumed. 

From the Boston Weekly News-Letter, No. 1683, May 2(Hh to May 27, 173(j. 

" Portsmouth, May 21, 1736. 
" Last Wednesday morning, about 8 o'clock, a violent fire 
broke out at the top of the roof of the Hon. Sec'y Wal- 
dron's dwelling-house, situated on the plain, within a mile 
of this town. The wind being high, and but little help 
near at hand, 'twas consumed to ashes in three quarters of 
an hour. 'Tis judged the cause was from a spark falling 
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out of a lintan chimney (which was lower than the main 
house) among the shingles, and kindled. The fire was so 
furious and quick that nothing could be saved out of the 
upper rooms. The whole family (through mercy) was sav- 
ed. The flames consumed all their apparel, &c. excepting 
what's on their backs. Seven feather beds were saved^ 
with most of the books, papers andplate.'^ 

This fire is mentioned in the preambles of two statutes, 
passed April 1, 1737 — one, to dock an entail in favor of Wil- 
liam Hill and James Clerk ; the other, to enable Lemuel 
Bickford to maintain his action of review. They state that 
two former acts, passed for the same purposes in 1736, were 
consumed in the secretary's house before copies were taken. 

There are now in the office of the secretary of state two 
acts, 1723 and one of 1728, partly burnt. 

R. D. 



! 



PAPERS IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

Secretary's Office, 
Concord, June 8, 1827. 

His Excellency Governor Pierce, 

Sir — The preservation of the pablic records and papers is 
an object of so much importance to the state, that I shall not, I 
trust, be thought to pass the proper line of my duty in making 
known the deficiencies which have long existed in this office. 

New-Hampshire having had a separate and distinct government 
from 1680 to 1689, and from 1692 to the present time, we should 
expect to find in this office an unbroken series of records and stat- 
utes for each of those periods ; but it is a subject of deep regret, 
that every thing relating to the former period is lost, and that the 
records of portions of the latter period are either lost, or otherwise 
extremely defective. 

Of the Statutes from 1692 to 1741, now on file, there is no record 
whatever ; and of the records of statutes subsequent to 1741, more 
than two thousand pages have never been examined nor certified. 

Of the records or journals of the Assembly, those from 1701 
to 1711 are missing, although Belknap cites them for the years 
1702-4 and 7. 

Of the Records of Council, at sessions of the General Assembly, 
those from 1680 to 1699 ; from February, 1731, to February, 1732 ; 
from March, 1733, to February, 1740 ; and from March, 1741, to 
January, 1742, are lost. And there are no records of the Council 
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for such of its other sessions as were held from 1680 to 1699, and 
from 1722 to 1772 * But as Belknap cites the " Council Records" 
of 1680-2-3 and 4, those, at least, must have been in existence 
when hb wrote his History of New-Hampshire. It is probable, 
however, that many of the records and papers now missing were 
among the materials alluded to where he says, that " in the course 

* of his enquiry he has frequently had reason to lament the loss of 
^many valuable materials, by fire and other accidents. But what 
' has pained him more severely, is the inattention of some persons 
' in whose iiands original papers have been deposited, and who 
' have suffered them to be wasted and destroyed as things of no 

* value." 

It aflR)rds me much pleasure to be able to inform you, that within 
the last year some public records and many valuable papers, which 
have been missing for eighty-six years, have been restored to this 
office. 

In February last I examined a quantity of books and papers in 
the possession of Maj. Richard Russel Waldron, of Portsmouth, 
which had been in his family ever since the time of his great grand- 
father, the Hon. Richard Waldron, who was, for many years prior 
to 1741, secretary of the Province of New-Hampshire. From 
those books and papers I selected many of a public nature, which 
Maj. Waldron kindly permitted me to bring to Concord, and which 
he has since, from a laudable regard to the public good, authorized 
me to place permanently among the archives of the state. 

The records and papers thus restored consist — 

1. Of twenty-seven original statutes, passed between 1705 and 
1738, of which there is no record. Among them are, " An act for 
the settlement and support of grammar schools ;" " An act regulat- 
ing townships, choice of town officers, and setting forth their pow- 
ers ;" " An act appointing commissioners to setUe the boundarys 
between His Majesty's Provinces of New-Hampshire and the Massa- 
chusetts Bay ;" " An act for making that part of Dover formerly 
called Oyster River into a township by the name of Durham ;" 
** An act for the better support of the gospel ministry in the town 
of Rochester." 

'2. Council Records from April, 1726, to February, 1731, and 
many " Council Minutes," from which the loss of some of the re- 
cords may, perhaps, be in part repaired. 

3. A large file of papers, extending through several years, and 
relating to the disputed lines between the then provinces of New- 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, with " a draught of the lines as 
high as Powow river mouth," made July 21, 1696, by order of lieu- 
tenant governor Usher. 

Also a number of papers relating to the old boundaries of some 
of the first settled towns in the province. 

'*' Subsequent examinations of the State Recordo have shovm that there tire some mistakes 
in the above,which will be noticed at the close of the article. 
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4. Records of the governor and council as a Supreme Court of 
Judicature, in 1714 and 1715. 

5. An uncertified record of the commissions of governors, lieu- 
tenant governors, and other officers, from 1697 to 1703, and uncer- 
tified copies of Gov. Shute's commission, 1716, Gov.. Burnet's, 1729, 
and Gov. Belcher's, 1730. 

6. Petitions, Royal Instructions, Governors' Speeches and the 
Assembly's Answers, Governors' Proclamations, some of the earli- 
est Invoices of the first settled towns, and a variety of other papers 
— which are valuable as relating to our provincial history. 

About the same time I fouqd at another place a long lost volume, 
containing the records of the governor and council as a '* Court 
of Appeals," and a " Court of Supreme Probate," from 1742 
to 1774. 

I also obtained the nonresident tax lists for most of the time the 
late Nathaniel Parker, Esq. sustained the office of Receiver. 

I think it my duty further to state, that several volumes of records 
in this office ought to be bound. And it deserves consideration, 
whether all the valuable original papers, susceptible of it, should 
not be arranged in chronological order, prefixed by a table of con- 
tents, and neatly bound and lettered. 

It is particularly desirable that the files of letters from Washing- 
ton, and others in military and civil offices, during the revolutionary 
war, should in this manner be preserved from loss and damage. 

I may be permitted to express a hope, that all statutes and resolu- 
tions hereafter passed will be enrolled on durable paper, of the size 
of the statute records, and, at proper periods, bound in volumes. 

When the statute records shall have been rendered complete, it 
would greatly facilitate references to them if one general chrono- 
logical index were made for the whole, and another index according 
to the subject matter of the acts. For example, under the generd 
head of Totons, collect in the alphabetical order of the several 
towns in this state all the acts and resolutions which in any way 
relate to them. The advantages of these improvements are too 
obvious to require illustration. It is equally apparent, that the defi- 
ciencies and omissions which make these improvements necessary, 
are not of recent origin or growth. Whether they are of sufficient 
magnitude to demand the attention of the legislature, your Excel- 
lency will judge. 

When it is considered, that the records and papers in this office, 
^md which are rapidly accumulating, will constitute a large portion 
of the authentic materials from which the history of the state will 
some day be written, every person must be sensible that too much 
pains cannot be taken to transmit them in the most perfect condi- 
tion to jsucceeding generations. 
With great respect. 

Your Excellency's ob't servant, 

RICHARD BARTLETT. 
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The foregoing communicatiou was submitted to the leg- 
islature by Gov. Pierce, and that body, in conformity to the 
suggestions it contained, passed the following resolutions : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ^ in 
General Court convened, That the secretary of state be di- 
rected to record such public acts of the late province of 
New-Hampshire as remain in his office unrecorded ; and to 
compare with the originals and certify all such acts of the 
state as now are recorded but not certified, in his office, and 

; to make a suitable index therefor, and present his account 

I for the same to the legislature. 

And be it further resolved, That the secretary of state 

; for the time being be authorized to procure any volumes of 

i the records, which in his opinion may require it, to be re- 

I bound and lettered ; and also to procure to be bound any 
! collection or collections of documents, letters, or official pa- 
; pers in his office, which, in his opinion, ought in this way 

to be preserved. 

And be it further resolved. That the secretary of state be 
authorized to purchase, for the use of the state, two reams 
of paper, of the quality and size of that used the present 
session, for enrolling the public acts and resolutions ; pro- 
vided the same shall not cost more than twelve dollars a 
ream, exclusive of the expense of transportation ; and that, 
on his furnishing a certificate of the quantity so purchased, 
and the price thereof, his excellency the governor be author- 
ized to issue his warrant on the treasurer for the payment of 
the sum expended in procuring the same. 

Upon a subsequent day the following resolution passed : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, in 
' j General Court convened, That the secretary of state be, and 

J; he hereby is, directed to apply to the proper authority, to 

ii obtain firom the records and files of the state of Massachu- 

i; setts, from 1641 to 1680, and from 1689 to 1692, during 

|{ which this state was under the government of Massachu- 

I I setts, copies of all the public acts and documents having 

particular reference to this state ; and that the secretary make 
application to the proper authority, for the records and files 
of the county of Norfolk, or copies thereof which pertain 
to any town in this state. 
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Under the latter resolution, Mr. Joshua Coffin, of New- 
bury, a gentleman well qualified for the service by his inti- 
mate knowledge of the history and chirography of that 
period, was employed to examine the records and papers in 
the public offices of Essex county and in the secretary of 
state's office at Boston ; but he found very little which came 
within the scope of this resolution, and that little was copied 
into a small volume, and deposited in the office of the secre- 
tary of New-Hampshire. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE RECORDS CLANDESTINELY REMOVED 

TO BOSTON [N 1686. 

The following notices of a transaction affecting the early 
records and papers of New-Hampshire, were communicated 
to me by Rev. Joseph B. Felt, Oct. 1836. R. B. 

As to the New-Hampshire records, I have met with some 
particulars. Part of them may gratify your curiosity, and 
perhaps serve for a note. They pertsdn more to water than 
fire. 

1686, July 30, a letter is addressed by some of the prin- 
cipal men of Portsmouth to Pres. Dudley, wherein they ob- 
serve — 

" The records of our province are sent to Mr. Chamber- 

* lain of Boston. How it happened, whether by mistake or 

* otherwise, we know not — ^but think ourselves concerned in 
' a matter of such importance. That the books and records, 

* in loose papers, both wills and others, should be exposed to 
^ the dangers of the seas, without any reason appearing to us, 

* seems strange : and we are humbly of opinion that they are 

* of so great import to this place, that we are not willing to 

* run the risk of another sea adventure, but beg your Honor's 

* favor to order their being kept until care may be taken for 

* their more secure return to us." 

In another letter to Pres. Dudley, Aug. 2, 1686, they say 
— " Craving leave only to add our great concern for, and ill 

* resentment of, the removal of our records, which were pri- 
' vately, by night, carried out of the province, (as we under- 
^ stand) to Boston, without the privity or knowledge of any 
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* in authority here — ^the damages whereof may be very con- 
' siderable to us by loss, alteration or embezzlement, which 

* they may be liable to, besides the great want that sundry 
' persons have of copies agsdnst the court, &c. — The premi- 

* ses considered, we humbly pray that care may be taken of 
' them — and if it may consist with your good pleasure, that 

* Capt. Stileman, who is best acquainted with them, may take 

* charge of them, and be appointed to officiate in the place of 

* clerk and recorder." About Jan. 3, 1686-7, Gov. Andros 
and council pass an order as to these records, " that Mr. 
' Richard Chamberlain do within ten days next repair to his 

* place at Piscataqua to officiate in the clerk and recorder's 
' place, or otherwise Capt. Stileman to officiate there until 

* further order" — "That the records of the province of 

* Hampshire, lately brought thence, be by Mr. Chamberlain 
' committed to Capt. Stileman and Capt. Jno. Pickering, to 

* be returned again and delivered to John Hinckes, Esq. to 
*be kept in his house, where the clerk may have recourse at 
' all times : also, Mr. Hinckes and the justices there are desir- 

* ed further to examine the matter referring to the bringing 
*of the records away from thence without order." 



ORDER FOR REMOVAL OF N. H. RECORDS TO BOSTON— 1687. 

At a meeting of the Governor and Council, (at Boston) 
May 25, 1687 — ^^ Order ed^ that all public records in the late 
* Government now annexed under this Dominion, be brought 
*to this town (i. e. Boston) and put into the custody of the 
' secretary or his deputy." 

I presume this order was fully accomplished ; because 
neither Andros nor Randolph would let it sleep till fulfilled. 
Besides, soon after the revolution of 1689, Plymouth desir- 
ed that their records might be brought back from Boston. 

None of the records or papers of the period from 1680 to 
1689 axe now to be found in the secretary's office in New- 
Hampshire ; but as Belknap cites the "Council Records" 
of 1680-2-3 and 4, it is probable that, If the order of Gov. 
Andros and his Council, 1687, for the removal of the public 
records to Boston was executed, they were restored after 
the revolution of 1689. R. B. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

For the following valuable communication I am indebted 

to Rev. Joseph B. Felt, a well informed antiquary and 

historian, who has been some time engaged in arranging 

and classifying the papers in the office of the secretary of 

the state of Massachusetts. 

— R. B. 

With regard to Massachusetts records, the General Court 
were careful of them to a certain extent. From the scar- 
city of funds, and common impressions as to contempora- 
neous and even ancient documents, they did not, however, 
for a long period take the most sure way for preserving 
them. 1651, Oct. 17, they order all foreign letters to be 
copied into books, one set of them to be deposited with the 
secretary, (who officiated for the Assistants) and another 
with the clerk of the Deputies. These two bodies held 
their sessions together in one room till 1644. About 1658 
they require their journal to be transcribed, have marginal 
references and indexes, and also for other records to be 
written off, so that they might be better kept and more 
easily consulted. 1672— they passed a similar order as to 
the books of their proceedings, from the first to the last. 
Dec. 8, 1686, PresH Dudley and his Council resolve, that 
^* Wait Winthrop and Simon Lynde, Esq'rs, Messrs. Benj. 
' BuUivant, Isaac Addington and Daniel Allen, be a commit- 

* tee, with the secretary, to receive and sort and form the 

* records of the country, now in the hands of Mr. Edward 
^ Rawson, late secretary, that so they may be apt and ready 

* for service ; and that the persons above named be all sworn 
' to the faithful discharge of their trust in this matter ; and to 

J" the end it may be forthwith proceeded in, Messrs. Lynde and 
^ Bullivant are empowered and hereby ordered to take the 

* same from Mr. Rawson tomorrow, and remove them, in the 

* posture they are now in, into the library chamber, and that 

* there go forth a strict warrant to Mr. Rawson to deliver 

* them accordingly ; and it is further ordered, that two locks 

* be put upon the office where such papers shall be lodged, 
' and that Mr. Bullivant, or such other person as Mr. Ran- 
' dolph shall depute to that service, shall keep the key to one 
^ of the locks, and Capt. Winthrop, Mr. Lynde or Mr. Ad- 

4 
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' dington the other." Feb. 4, 1686-7 — " Whereas by order of 
' the late President and Council, dated 8th Dec. last, it was 
'ordered that W. Winthrop, S. Lynde, Esqrs., B. Bullivant, 
' I. Addington and D. Allen be a committee, with the secre- 
' tary, to receive and form the records of the country, (now 
' in the hands of Mr. Rawson, late secretary,) that they may 
' be ready for service, enjoining the said committee to be 

* sworn for the faithful discharge of their trust, and ordering 
' Mr. Lynde and Mr. Bullivant to take the same from Mr. 

* Rawson the next day following, and to remove the same 
' (in the posture they find them) into the library chamber : 

" In pursuance whereof, it is hereby ordered — that the 
' said committee do forthwith enter upon the effectual execu- 
' tion thereof, and bringing them to the office provided for 
' them — and Mr. Rawson, late secretary, to be assisting, sort- 
' ing and disposing them accordingly." 

Petition of Edward Rawson, — " To his Excellency Sir 
Edmund Andros, Knight, Governor-in-Chief of his Majesty's 
territory and dominion in America, &c. — The humble peti- 
tion of E. Rawson, the late secretary to the Governor and 
Company of the Massachusetts, in New-England, a memo- 
rial of what I have done and written since I came to place, 
etc. 1. There being no marginal notes nor any alphabet 
kept or made to the two first Court's Books that either the 
honored Simon Bradstreet or Increase Nowel, Esqrs., the 
first and second Secretaries, kept for the readier finding out 
orders, judgments, &c. but what was done myself. 2. In 
the several Court Books, both of the General Court, from 
1650 to 1686, as also the Court of Assistants' Books, from 
March, 1655 to 1686, Courts of Admiralty, special courts, 
both marginal notes, and some essays as to alphabets are to 
be seen, were done by me. 3. An account in some few 
sheets of paper in the several years of the grants of land, 
to whom, their several quantities, in the several years and fo- 
lios, where in the Court's Books they are to be seen and found. 
4. The great labour I took, with another I got to assist me 
at times, on the advice of Hon'ble President and Council, 
to bring into an orderly collection as to the heads, of the 
courts, acts, and files, in the several years from 1629 to 
1686, in fourteen sheets of paper, with the several letters 
from his Majesty King Charles II. etc., besides others not 
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taken notice of, because in files, all which, had been, in and 
by removing them when the three great fires happened to be 
in Boston, and so mdxt, etc. — ^for which the President and 
Council declared to me should be paid and satisfied for. 6. 
A Memorial of the several laws made by the Hon'ble Gov- 
ernor and Company in their several years from 1650 to 1680 
and 1681, in eighty-four sheets of paper, and therein num- 
bered to 701. 6. Also, my several boxes, in which I kept 
the several files, etc. taken down, made useless, and an in- 
different locker under lock and key, in which I had his Ma- 
jesty's letters, with several files of the acts of the Council, 
and in which were four black boxes an account of what 
was in them, hath been taken as to Province of Mayne and 
(torn) of the Hon'ble Esqr. Mason, with plots of the coun- 
try lines as to the North and South, etc. 7. A Memorial 
of the acts and grants of the General Court to the several 
persons, judgments, etc., from the year 1674 to 1685 to No- 
vember, in this year, in a little more mixt way, in six sheets 
of paper, etc. — all which my labours, if it be thought in any 
wdys to be in the least useful after my thirty-six years long 
service, having through grace behaved myself as a loyal sub- 
ject to my sovreign, humbly refer to his Excellency's noble 
and worthy consideration ; and that I may not be too tedi- 
ous shall only say, that as I have been always desirous to be 
found faithful, and not in the least to reflect on any hsui 
been more easily understood and can by (?) but God's will 
and his Excellency's pleasure, with his Hon'ble Council's 
determination, is submitted to by 

Your Excellency's most humble servant, 

"EDWARD RAWSON." 

" Boston, Feb'y, 1687-8." 

There is obscurity in this petition, as well as blots. Raw- 
son's chirography was always some perplexing, but exceed- 
ingly so in this instance. The three great fires mentioned 
by him were as follows : 1676, Nov. 27, forty-five dwelling- 
houses, north meeting-house, and several ware-houses lost. 
1679, Aug. 8, upwards of eighty dwelling-houses, seventy 
stores, and several vessels burnt : 1683, Oct. 8, a great num- 
ber oif dwelling-houses, warehouses and vessels. Pember- 
ton makes this date, but Hutchinson, I believe, 23d. In 
accounts of fires subsequent to these dates, except that of 
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1747, we have no information that public records were de- 
stroyed. Still it is very likely that this was the fact, par- 
ticularly so in 1711, when the court-house was burnt where 
such records for county and state were lodged. The fire of 
1711 was called the 'great fire', till that of 1760. 

We have no record of Dudley and Andros' administra- 
tion except on papers, a few acts on vellum, and a few min- 
utes of council : no doubt there were others. Andros, in 
writing to a lord in London, Aug. 31, 1687, says — " I trans- 
' mitted the duplicates of several acts, formerly sent, and 
' copies of some since pass'd, with the Journal of the Coun- 
*cil to the last July." 

Boston Weekly Post-Boy, Monday, Dec. 14, 1747. 

" Last Wednesday morning, between 6 and 7 o'clock, we 
were exceedingly surprised by a most terrible fire, which 
broke out at the Court-House in this town, whereby that 
spacious and beautiful building, except the bare walls, was 
entirely destroyed. As the fire began in the middle, or 
second story, the Records, Books, Papers, Furniture, Pic- 
tures of the Kings and Queens, ^c. which were in the 
Council chamber, the chamber of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the apartments thereof in that story, were con- 
suni^d, as were also the books and papers in the offices of 
the tipper story. Those in the offices below were mostly 
saved." 

Your quotation from the New-York print is more particu- 
lar about the records then destroyed than that already quot- 
ed from the Boston one. It says, that the County Records, 
part of the Province Records, and copies of the Minutes of 
the Council from the beginning to 1737 were saved. The 
County Records — as to Quarterly Courts, Journals and papers 
— are not to be found now — altogether in reference to the 
journals, and only in part as to papers, for a period of about 
forty years from their commencement. The Province Re- 
cords, with respect to the Journal of the House, are want- 
ing from 1737 to 1747. This chasm of facts may be sup- 
plied by printed proceedings of the representatives, found 
here and there. It is also supplied mainly in a written 
book, probably taken from copies in the London Plantation 
Office, soon after they were burned. The printed journals 
of the House began about 1720, and were continued to 
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1808. Records of the Council, except from 1660 to 1653, 
in volumes, are all lost up to 1747 ; sdso from 1765 to 1775 ; 
thence they are full to this time. We have no other min- 
utes of Council to 1747 but some of 1689 — ^from 1690 to 
1692— in 1714, in 1732— from 1733 to 1734— from 1738 to 
1742 — ^from 1745 to 1746. To speak within bounds, three 
quarters of General Court files up to 1700 are wanting, and 
a large number afterwards. Nearly all of them from 1711 
to 1724, and all of 1727 and 1728, are gj)ne. We have 
none of the Letter Books spoken of by Rawson. Our let- 
ter files commence 1688. 

With reference to the fire of 1747. Journal of House, 
Dec. 11, 1747. "The committee appointed to consider 
' what may be proper for this Court to do with respect to the 
' circumstances the public affairs of the Province are brought 
^ into by the late late burning of the Court-House, &c. re- 

* port as their opinion, that the Secretary be directed forth- 

* with to get the duplicate of the General Court books now 
' in his hands fairly transcribed, and when finished that they 
' be kept in a separate place from said duplicate : That for as 
' much as the said duplicate reaches no further than the 6th 
'of July, 1737, the agents of this Province in London be 
' directed to procure, if possible, from the Lords Commission- 
' ers of Trade and Plantations, the copies of the said Gene- 
' ral Court Books from 15 July, 1737, to 14 Feb. last, now 
' lying in their ofiice — the said agents leaving copies thereof 
' in the said office to be drawn off in the cheapest manner 
' they can, by employing some other persons than the clerks 
' of that office, if that may be allowed. But if the said copies 
' now lying in that office cannot be obtained, that then copies 
' taken from them as above, being first examined and attest- 
' ed by the said agents, be bound up in three volumes, leav- 

* ing in each book a number of leaves for a table, and trans- 

* mitted hither as soon as may be : That the agents be also di- 
' rected to inquire into the state of the minutes of the Council 

* of this Province from the year 1692 to the end of February 
' last, supposed to lie in the said Plantation Office, whether 
' they are complete, and if so at what expense they may be 
' procured, — and inform the Court as soon as may be : That 
' the Secretary record in his office the First, or old Charter of 
' this Province, and the Charter of King William atid Mary, 
' with the Commissions of the Governor, Lieutenant Govern- 
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^ or, Justices of the Superior Court, and his own." This 
report was accepted by House and Council. It appears to 
have been but p£u:tially executed. In the House, the repre- 
sentatives voted that his Excellency the Governor be desir- 
ed, with the advice of His Majesty's Council, to appoint a 
day of humiliation and prayer throughout this Province, to 
be observed before the next sitting, on occsision of the great 
difficulties the Province labours under, and the frowns of 
Divine Providence that are upon us, more especially in re- 
gard to the destruction of the Court-House in Boston, as also 
great part of the public records by fire. Read and concur- 
red in by the Council. The Post-Boy contains the following 
resolutions, which do not appear on theGeneral Court records : 
Dec. 12, 1747, " Resolved, that the House now make particu- 
* lar enquiry how the late fire in the court-house was first dis- 
^ covered, and by what means it was occasioned." After 
examining the door-keeper, and receiving a particular account 
of the time and circumstances of his leaving the house the 
evening before, and inquiring of those gentlemen who early 
discovered the fire — ^^ Resolved, that it appears to the satis- 
faction of this House, that the late fire which consumed the 
Court-House proceeded from the wood work under the hearth 
taking fire, and that the fire first broke out in the entry way 
between the Council chamber and Representatives' room, 
and from thence went up the stair case and through the roof, 
and continued until the house was consumed." 

Numerous select papers, taken from the state archives by 
Gov. Hutchinson, as aids in the composition of his History, 
were thrown by the mob fromhis house, Oct. 26, 1765, into 
the street, trodden under feet, and carried to various places. 
Part of them were returned to the secretary's office — ^part 
are in Massachusetts Historical Society's library — ^part in 
Worcester Antiquarian Society's library — others here and 
there, retained by individuals. Thus far as to the perils 
and destructions of Public Records. Did my avocations 
allow me to extend my researches, I have little doubt I 
might enlarge the Iliad. 

All of our remaining state records, except a large collec- 
tion in an attic story, formerly labelled, ^^of no use" — a de- 
denomination whose propriety begins to be doubted by anti- 
quarians — ^are in fire-proof rooms ; are taken out daily so 
far as needed for immediate use, returned at night, and safely 
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locked. There are other fire-proof rooms, for the records 
of the rest of the state department. But the house, aside 
from such depositories, though of brick, is not fire-proof; of 
course the rooms where the various officers do their busi- 
ness are alike unprotected. The building is carefully watch- 
ed by hired men, both night and day. 

All the transactions of the legislature now extant, except 
journals, were chiefly written on paper, put in small bun- 
dles, and marked Court Files, till 1687. At this time, acts 
began to be inscribed on parchment of various dimensions, 
according to their contents. Sometimes vellum could not 
be procured, and then paper was substituted. Bills were 
enrolled on parchment, 1692. The next parcel of them is 
not till 1738. Exclusive of these documents, so assorted, 
many legislative proceedings were written on paper from 
1687, and continued to the present, and callei files, making 
a large mass of valuable documents. Acts enrolled on 
parchment were first bound in volumes 1827, and have been 
so continued. This is undoubtedly the best method ever 
adopted by our government to keep the order of its doings 
unbroken, and to have it handed down to their descendants 
and future historians as a sensible proof of their wise and 
magnanimous policy. It is my impression, that it has been 
a uniform inv£u:iable practice of Massachusetts legislatures 
to have their acts recorded on their journals. Though va- 
rious laws of theirs have become obsolete, and their records 
suffered loss, yet I believe that there are sources whence 
every enactment of theirs may be soon recovered. 

None of the papers have ever been bound in volumes till 
recently. The last session of the general court voted $ 1000 
for such an object, which must take years for its proper and 
full accomplishment. How much further they will advance 
in what they have so honorably commenced, time will show. 
As far as they go, no doubt many of their contemporaries, 
and more of posterity, will commend them as careful of an 
important concern. May they not leave the imperishable 
fame of thus preserving the documents which keep alive 
the remembrance of the deeds, the toils, the sacrifices, the 
sufferings, the merits and character of the state which has 
nourished and brought them up, under the guidance of a 
merciful Providence, and bestowed upon them a rich politi- 
cal heritage. May they act in concert with the able, learn- 
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ed and noble minded governor, who, with many worthy 
coadjutors, is anxious for the continuance and completion of 
such an enterprise. We have eleven folio volumes bound, 
and others ready to be. It is intended for each to have a 
table of contents, and an index of names, subjects, &c. 
Such volumes contain papers of every size, chronologically 
arranged, sometimes having four or five on a page. For 
every page of papers there is a blank leaf. When a paper 
has writing only on one side it is partly pasted on the blank 
leaf The volumes are designated according to their sub- 
jects, as. Military^ Maritime, Ecclesiastical, &c. The 
best mode of preserving documents, in my opinion, has been 
already intimated. It is to have them written legibly, with 
good ink, on parchment, and bound strongly. Then they 
will not be subject, as files of papers are, by being frequently 
consulted, to be put out of chronological order, and thereby 
often not to be found when most wanted, to be worn, and 
torn, and destroyed, and, shall we add, to be abducted and 
never returned. 



From the New- York Gazette revived in the Weekly Post-Boy, Jan. 11, 1747-8. 

Boston, Dec. 15. Last Wednesday morning this town 
was exceedingly surprised by a most terrible fire, which 
broke out at the Court House, whereby that spacious and 
beautiful building, except the bare walls, was entirely de- 
stroyed : the rise and progress of which, according to the 
best information we can get, is as follows, viz: The day 
before being cold, and the General Court setting, there had 
been two fierce fires in the chimneys of the chambers, both 
of the Council and Representatives, and from these chim- 
neys between them the fires seem to have been kindled, and 
to have been lurking all night in one of the beams beneath 
them, till it first broke out in the deal or cedar wainscot pas- 
sage between the doors of the chambers, which were of 
deal or cedar wainscot also. For at 6 in the morning the 
watch at the east end of the town-house broke up ; and be- 
tween five and ten minutes after the rays of the fire first 
discovered itself in the said passage through the great win- 
dow against it, by glancing into the chambers of the houses 
on the north side of the town house, where two or three 
people were awake, and running to the window first saw it 



PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 33 

there ; but it quickly broke into the council chamber, and 
run up the deal wainscot stairs into the loft and lanthorn 
above, and set them all in a blaze before the people came 
either to manage the engines or save the Province Records^ 
books, papers, plans, pictures, or any thing else in the 
chambers or apartments, to the inestimable loss of the Prov" 
ince. But through the mercy of God the County Records, 
under the western staircase below, and part of the Province 
Records, under the eastern staircase below, as also copies of 
the Minutes of Council from the beginning to 1737, being 
at the secretary's dwelling-house, were happily saved. In 
the cellars, which were hired by several persons, a great 
quantity of wines and other liquors were lost, to the amount 
of several thousand pounds. The vehemence of the flames 
occasioned such a great heat as to set the roofs of the oppo- 
site houses on fire notwithstanding they had been covered 
with snow, — and were extinguished with much difiiculty. 



MAINE. 

None of the legislative or executive archives have been 
destroyed by fire. They are kept in the capitol, which is 
not fire-proof. The original statutes are enrolled on paper, 
and bound in annual volumes ; and all published. Other 
original papers in the office of the secretary of state are 
kept in files. 



VERMONT. 

MiDDLEBDRY, Vt. Sept. 24, 1836. 

Sir — In reply to the inquiries contained in your letter of 
the 10th instant, I have to inform you that none of the leg- 
islative or executive archives have been destroyed by fire in 
this state. 

The papers appertaining to the offices of secretary of state 
and clerk of the House of Representatives have until now 
been kept in various parts of the state, at the places where 
the incumbents of those offices happened to reside. They 
are now kept in fire-proof rooms in the new state-house, 

5 
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and will remain there. Some of them have been lost in 
their changes of location. I refer to papers connected with 
the early legislation of the government. 

None of the records of deeds, or judicial or probate re- 
cords, have been destroyed by fire that I am aware, with the 
exception of the contents of a very feio town clerks' offices 
of inconsiderable importance, many years ago. Conveyan- 
ces of land are recorded in town clerks' offices. 

Our statutes have been engrossed on paper, and have, 
from the beginning, been recorded in bound volumes. Our 
private statutes are published annually in the same pamph- 
lets containing the public ones. 

The original papers in the secretary's office, other than 
the laws, have been, and are still, kept in files merely. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SLADE. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. 



RHODE-ISLAND. 

None of the archives of this state have been destroyed by 
fire. They are kept in the state-house, which is not fire- 
proof. The statutes are enrolled on paper, kept in files, re- 
corded, and all published. The other original papers in the 
secretary's office are kept in files. The records of Newport 
and Providence, the two principal towns, have been par- 
tially burnt. 



CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford, July 24, 1836. 

Dear Sir — ^Your circular letter was duly received, and I 
have delayed an answer, to make some inquiries of our sec- 
retary of state. 

1. To your first question, whether the legislative or exe- 
cutive archives of Connecticut have ever been destroyed by 
fire, the answer is in the negative ; but some of our public 
records have been destroyed by negligence and some by de- 
sign, as there is reason to suppose. 
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Most of the executive records and papers during the rev- 
olutionary war, which would now be very valuable, have 
been lost, or are in the possession of individuals. Governor 
Trumbull, as president of the Council of Safety, carried on 
extensive correspondence with Gen. Washington and the 
different committees of Congress, most of which is lost so 
far as the records of the state are concerned. 

In our early history, the judicial records of the various 
proceedings in trials for witchcraft are not to be found. - In 
consequence of this destruction of the records, it has been 
asserted that no criminal trials or condemnations ever took 
place in this state for the crime of witchcraft. This state- 
ment was made by the Rev. Dr. Hawes, in his centennial 
oration last fall. But there were trials — and one woman in 
Fairfield county was condemned and executed for witch- 
craft. This is all, however, foreign to your inquiry, except 
so far as it shows how carelessly public records have been 
kept. 

2. Our state archives are kept in a room in the state-house, 
and the building cannot be considered as fire-proof. 

3. I am not aware that any of the judicial records of the 
courts or probate courts in this state have been destroyed by 
fire. Deeds are recorded in the towns by the town-clerk or 
register, and are kept by the persons holding that ofiice, 
without any additional security than what belongs to private 
papers ; yet I have heard of no records of lands being de- 
stroyed by fire in this state — yet such may have been the 
fact. 

4. The statute laws are engrossed or enrolled on paper. 
They are preserved in files, but are also recorded by the 
secretary of state in books belpnging to the public records. 
Those of a private nature are not published, except such as 
relate to corporations ; and for some years past these have 
been omitted. I speak of the publication in volumes for 
general use. At the close of each session, all the acts of 
the session are published in a pamphlet. In 1835, a com- 
mittee was appointed by the legislature to arrange and pre- 
pare for publication the private statutes of former years 
deemed of any interest ; but they have not yet been pub- 
lished. 

5. All original papers relating to the proceedings of the 
legislature are preserved in files in the office of the secretary 
of state. 



i 
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There is no further information connected with the gen- 
eral subject of your inquiries which now occurs to my mind, 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. NILES. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. 



NEW-YORK. 
FIRE AT FORT GEORGE, CITY OF NEW-YORK, 1740-1. 

Wednesday, March 18, 1740-1. About one o'clock this 
day a fire broke out of the roof of His Majesty's house at 
Fort George, within this city, near the chapel. * * * * 
Upon the chapel bell's ringing, great numbers of people, 
gentlemen and others, came to the assistance of the lieuten- 
ant governor and his family ; and as the people of this city, 
to do them justice, are very active and diligent upon these 
occasions, most of the household goods, &c. were removed 
out and saved, and the fire engines were in a little time 
brought thither ; but the wind blowing a violent gale at S. E. 
soon as the fire appeared in different places of the roof, it 
was judged impossible to save the house and chapel, so that 
endeavours were used to save the secretary's office, over the 
foH gate, where the records of the colony were deposited ; 
and also the barracks, which stood on the side of the quad- 
rangle, opposite to the house. Such diligence was used in 
removing the records, books and papers from the former — 
many of which, for despatch, were thrown out of the win- 
dows next the town^ — ^that most of them were preserved ; 
and though from the violence of the wind the papers were 
blown about the streets, we do not hear that any very ma- 
terial writings were lost; but the fire had got hold of the 
roof of the ofiice soon after they began to remove the re- 
cords — ^and though the engines played some time upon it, 
and afterwards upon the barracks, they were of little service 
— ^the wind blowing very hard and the flames of the house 
being so near them, all seemed to be at their mercy ; and 
an alarm being given that therie was gun-powder in the fort, 
whether through fear and an apprehension that there was, 
or whether the hint was given by some of the conspirators 
themselves, with artful design to intimidate the people, and 
frighten them from giving further assistance, we cannot say 
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— though the lieutenant-governor declared to every body 
that there was none there. Yet they had not the courage 
to depend upon his Honor's assurance ; but however, it hap- 
pened most of them deserted it, until they found that many 
gentlemen remained upon the spot ; though, had they all 
stayed, it was thought it would have been to little purpose ; 
for such was the violence of the wind, and the flames spresui 
so fastj that in about an hour and a quarter's time the house 
was burnt down to the ground, and the chapel and other 
buildings, beyond human power of saving any material part 
of them. While the records were removing from the sec- 
retary's office, there fell a moderate shower of rain, which 
was of some small service. — History of the Negro Plot : 
New-York ed. 1810. 

On this occasion the public papers were suddenly exposed 
to a raging fire, a violent gale of wind, and a moderate 
shower of rain ; and it can hardly be doubted that many 
were lost. 

CONFLAGRATION AT FORT GEORGE, DEC. 29, 1773. 

In the address of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the city of New- York to His Excellency Will'm Tryon, 
governor of the Province of New- York, Feb. 1774, on his 
departure for England, they speak of " the late conflagration 
of the buildings at the Fort," and " your great losses in the 
wasting destruction of that memorable and perilous hour." 

The governor in his answer, Feb. 22, says : " The gene- 
' rous sympathy of a Province may alleviate the burthen of 
' my pecuniary injuries ; but the loss of useful papers^ and 
' a collection of every thing I have been able to make through 
* a series of years devoted to business, must be irreparably 
Masting."— iJmng-^ow's N, Y. Gaz. Feb, 24, 1774. 

For the following particulars I am indebted to Mr. Ra- 
PELYE, the assistant librarian of the New- York Historical 
Society. He thinks he copied them from some old news- 
paper. 

Thursday^ January &th, 1774. After all: the investiga- 
tions and researches into the occasion of the fire last Wed- 
nesday at Fort George, it has been impossible to account 
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for its rise. It broke out in the Council chamber, and all 
the partitions in the house being of wood, the destruction 
became general in an instant. The loss sustained in the 
melancholy scene, in cash, plate and jewels, is seven thou- 
sand pounds sterling at least, over and above many public, 
and all the governor's private papers ; for nothing escaped 
the flames save some kitchen furniture. One life was lost, 
a servant girl, about sixteen years old, named Elizabeth 
Garret, who, after being awakened and appris'd of the dan- 
ger, loitered behind to secure some covering ere she attempt- 
ed an escape ; but unhappily she was prevented by suffocat- 
ing columns of smoke. Mrs. Patterson threw Miss Tryon 
out of a window, and presently followed herself. A soldier 
(named Stone) of the Royal Welsh Fusileers, caught them. 
The latter received no injury : the former, though considera- 
bly bruis'd, is since much recovered. We have the pleas- 
ure to inform the public that His Excellency, his lady, and 
daughter, are well. 

The day after the above fire His Excellency our Governor 
sent the following letter to the Worshipful Whitehead 
Hicks, Esq. mayor of this city. 

New-York, 30th December, 1773. 
Sir- 
Deeply impressed as I am with a grateful sense of the 
strenuous endeavours of the citizens to extinguish the rag- 
ing fire which happened at Fort George last night, and greatly 
threatened the safety of the whole city, I find myself irresisti- 
bly compelled to request you to communicate to them my 
cordial, affectionate thanks, for the skill and activity with 
which all ranks exerted themselves on the alarming occasion. 
I am, sir, your very obedient, humble servant, 

WILLIAM TRYON. 

The Worshipful Whitehead Hicks, Esq. 

Mayor of the city of New-York. 

His Excellency the Governor has taken the house lately 
occupied by Major Bayard, in Broad-street. 

The great seal of the Province was rak'd out of the ruins 
on the evening of the 31st of December, without being the 
least defaced. Col. Fanning, also. His Excellency's princi- 
pal secretary, a gentleman universally esteemed for his hu- 
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manity and benevolence, hath been a very great sufferer ; 
but is happy in saving the papers belonging to the surro- 
gate's office. 

State of New-York, Secretary's Office, 

Albany, 13th Sept. 1836. 

Dear Sir — I have this moment received yours of the 10th 
inst., and proceed to answer your inquiries. 

1. I cannot ascertain that any of the legislative or execu- 
tive archives of New- York, colonial or state, have been de- 
stroyed by fire.* The deputy-secretary of state, Archibald 
Campbell, Esq. who has been in this office more than thirty 
years, is my authority for this statement. 

2. I cannot ascertain that any of them have been lost or 
destroyed in any other way. 

3. When the treasury office at Washington was destroy- 
ed by fire, the attention of the legislature of this state was 
immediately turned to the condition of the public offices in 
this city. As they were not all fire-proof, and as the build- 
ing was too small, another was authorized to be constructed. 
It is partly up, is of Sing-Sing marble, about one hundred 
and thirty feet front by about one hundred in depth, is to be 
fire-proof throughout, and will be completed in 1838. There 
is little doubt that it will be one of the finest public edifices 
in the Union. 

4. I cannot ascertain that any of the records of deeds or 
of the judicial or surrogates' courts have been destroyed by 
fire. 

5. The statutes of this state have always been engrossed 
on paper and kept in this office. They were kept in files 
until 1803, since which time they have been bound in vol- 
umes. All laws, both of a public and private nature, are 
printed ; but only those of a public nature are published in 
the state paper. In addition to the original statutes, bound 
in volumes as above stated, a copy of the statutes of each 
year, in a printed volume, certified by the secretary of state, 
is kept in his office. The statutes were recorded until 1803, 
but since then the printed volume certified by the secretary 
has been substituted for the record. For the act directing 

* So in almost every case where fire occurred many years ago, no knowledge 
of it was first possessed by the public officers of whom 1 made inquiry. — R. B. 
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these changes see chap. 44, laws of 1803, Webster's edition, 
laws of New-York, vol. 3, page 333. 

6. Original papers in the secretary's office are kept in 
files. Some of the ancient records relating to our colonial 
history and to the revolutionary war, have been bound in 
volumes. I am, dear sir, respectfully 

and truly yours, 

JOHN A. DIX. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. 

76, Bowery, New-York. 



NEW-JERSEY. 

Trenton, Sept. 29, 1836. 
Richard Bartlett, 

Sir — ^Your letter of the 26th, to the postmaster at 
this place, was handed to me by him, with permission to 
answer it if I saw fit. From the tenor of your questions, 
as I have no doubt your object is one of public interest, I do 
so with great cheerfulness. 

1 and 2. None of the legislative or executive archives 
of New- Jersey, colonial or state, have ever been destroyed 
by fire. But there has been so great remissness in filing, 
recording, and preserving all archives, except the minutes 
of the two branches of the legislature, that perhaps they 
are the most imperfect of any of the old states. Such as 
are preserved, are mostly in the library room in the state 
house, which is not fire-proof, — ^but many are in the fire- 
proof vault of the office of the secretary of state. 

3. None of the records of deeds or of the judicial or 
probate courts have been destroyed by fire. 

4. The original statutes are engrossed on paper, kept in 
files, not recorded, all, private as well as public, are pub- 
lished. 

5. The original legislative and executive papers, &c. are 
kept in irregular and broken files in the closets of the coim- 
cil chamber and assembly room ; and when any are wanted 
it is altogether a problem whether they can be found or no. 

Very respectfully, 

Your ob't serv't, JOS. C. POTTS, 

Attorney at Law. " 
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Sir— 

I received yoiir letter of the 21st Oct., as I was leav- 
ing home for one of my courts. 

The enclosed memorandum was made by the secretary of 
this state for me ; it is not full, nor very formal, but you 
may derive some aid from it. It was made some time 
since, and I hoped that he would have sent to you one 
more full. 

I am, respectfully, &c. 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 
R. Bartlett, Esq. 

FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE STATE OF NEW- 
JERSEY— October, 1836. 

1. I am not aware that any of the legislative or executive 
archives of New- Jersey have been destroyed by fire. Many 
of them have not been preserved, and some have no doubt 
been lost during the revolutionary war, as the government 
was obliged so frequently to change its position, and some- 
times in great haste. 

2. The oflBice of the secretary of state, (who is, ex oflBicio, 
register of the prerogative office and court, and clerk of the 
court of appeals) and the office of the clerk of the supreme 
court, are kept imder the same roof, in a stone building at 
the northeast corner of the state-house yard. There is a 
fire-proof room attached to each office ; that attached to the 
secretary's is merely nominally so, and would afford no 
security to the valuable papers it contains, were either of 
the other rooms to take fire. 

3. I know nothing of any of the records of deeds or of 
the courts having been destroyed by fire. A valuable book 
of deeds is missing from this office, and was said to be 
abstracted therefrom fifteen or twenty years ago. In some 
few cases the files of original wills are imperfect, from the 
surrogates having neglected to transmit them, ^.greeably 
to law. 

4. The original statutes of the state are engrossed on 
paper ; are filed in the secretary's office, in bundles com- 
prising all the acts of one legislature. They are not record- 
ed. The public acts are published in the newspapers 
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within two weeks after their passage, and all the acts, both 
public and private, are printed in pamphlet form, with mar- 
ginal notes and index, at the close of the session. 

5. All original papers in the secretary's office are kept in 
files ; some are recorded. The original papers during the 
revolutionary war are in a state of great confusion. Some 
are in bundles, containing every variety of documents, with- 
out any label or other mode of ascertaining their contents ; 
and the remainder constituting a mass of promiscuous, de- 
tached papers. 

N. B. — Since writing the foregoing I find the following 
entry of April 7, 1686, in the record of the proceedings of 
the governor and council of East Jersey.* 

" The secretary gave this board an account that in the 
' destructive fire which happened in this house on Saturday 
' last, the original concessions of Lord Berkely and Sir 
* George Carteret, amongst several other writings, books 
^ and papers, were then burnt and consumed^ 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Burlington, 10th Oct. 1836. 

Sir — I regret to learn by your note of the 22d ult. that 
you have not received answers to questions communicated 
by your circular of 1 July last. At the time it came to 
hand I was about leaving home, to be absent some time, and 
sent a copy of your circular to a friend at Harrisburg, re- 
questing him to make the proper investigation, and reply 
directly to you. 

I will, however, now reply to the best of my recollection 
— which I think will be found correct. 

1st. I believe none of the archives of Pennsylvania, leg- 
islative or executive, have been destroyed by fire or other- 
wise. 

2d. The archives of the state are kept in the office of the 
secretary of state, designed to be fire-proof. 

* East and West Jersey were united in 1700. R. B. 
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3d. The records of deeds and of judicial courts are kept 
in each county and judicial district, as also those of pro- 
bates. Some have been destroyed by fire, but I am not 
able at present to state the extent. 

4th. The original statutes of the state are all — ^whether 
of a public or private nature — engrossed; formerly on 
parchment, now on paper, and filed in the office of the sec- 
retary of state, and all published. 

5th. All other original papers are kept in files. 

Hoping that these hurried answers may serve to lead you 
to the desired object, 

I remain respectfully your obedient servant, 

SAM'l McKEAN. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. 

Harrisburg, Penn. Oct. 4, 1836. 

Sir — The annexed answers to the queries contained in 
your favor of the 27th ult. were furnished to me by Joseph 
Wallace, Esq. deputy secretary of the commonwealth. I 
can add nothing from my own stores. 

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES PEACOCK, P. M. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. 

Answers to the Questions put by Richard Bartlett, Esq. 

No. 76, Bmoeryy Neio-York. 

To the 1st question. Not any of the archives* referred to 
in this question have ever been destroyed. 

2. All the state archives are kept in fire-proof offices, 
erected for the express purpose, excepting petitions, &c. &c. 
to the legislature, — and they are kept in the state-house. 

3d. None of the records of deeds, &c. &c. kept in the 
immediate vicinity of the present seat of government, have 
ever been destroyed by fire. 

4th. The original statutes of the state are engrossed on 
paper, kept in files or rolls, recorded in bound volumes, and 
all published. 

5th. Books of original entries contain the documents re- 
ferred to in the question. 

* Legislative or executive. 
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DELAWARE. 

Wilmington, Sept. 15, 1836. 

In reply to your circular, making some inquiry relative to 
the legislative and executive archives of the state, I beg 
leave, as it relates to the 1st question, to say, that to the 
best of my knowledge and belief none of them have ever 
been destroyed by ^re. 

To the 2d, that they are not kept in fire-proof offices, nor 
in the state-house, but in the office of the secretary of state. 

To the 3d, that none of the records of deeds, nor of the 
judicial courts, nor of the probate courts, have ever been 
destroyed by fire. 

To the 4th, that the original statutes of the state are en- 
grossed on paper, and after having passed both houses of the 
legislature, are sent by the presiding officer of the house in 
which the bill or resolution originates, to the secretary of 
state, who keeps them in files. They are not, strictly 
speaking, recorded — ^but are published under the direction 
of the secretary of state, who has to compare them with the 
originals, and certify to their accuracy. Except in a few 
special cases, those of a private nature are not published at 
large, but only mentioned by the title. 

To the 5th, that all the other original papers are kept in 
the office of the secretary of state, in boxes. 

For further information on this subject I would refer you 
to two acts, which you will find in HalPs edition of the 
Laws of Delaware, and which I believe are the only legisla- 
tive provisions relating to it. The first is an act to preserve 
the public buildings and records from destruction by fire, 
passed at Dover, Feb. 9th, 1825, to be found at page 453 ; 
and the second, an act concerning the keeping of the papers 
belonging to the executive department, and the acts of the 
general assembly, and the printing and disposal of the laws 
and journals, passed in 1829. 

I cannot close this communication, without adding, that, 
although our public records are kept as above stated, it is 
considered a reproach to the state by every reflecting indi- 
vidual. The insecurity of them is obvious ; and the conse- 
quences that might result from their destruction should 
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induce our legislature to appropriate without delay a sum 
sufficient for the erection of fire-proof offices. 
With great respect, I remain, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. MILLIGAN. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq., New-York. 



MARYLAND. 

Near Eastern Shore of Maryland, 

July 28, 1836. 
Dear Sir — To your interrogatories as enclosed, I reply — 

1. The County Court and Orphans' Court records are 
kept in each county, and in offices in the court-house of 
each county. None of these are fire-proof; and instances 
have occurred of a court-house being burnt, but very rarely. 

2. The records and papers belonging to the Executive 
Chamber and the General Assembly, those of the High 
Court of Appeals, the Court of Chancery, and Land Office, 
are kept in the state-house of Annapolis ; but none of these 
offices are fire-proof. 

3. But few if any records have ever been destroyed by fire. 

4. The original statutes are engrossed on paper, as passed, 
and delivered to " Clerk of Court of Appeals," who records 
them, and preserves them in files in his office in the state- 
house. Statutes of a private nature are so far published as a 
distribution of a copy of all the laws annually to each of the 
state officers can make them so.. Certain private, as well as 
certain public laws, are sometimes published in newspapers 
by legislative order. 

5. We have no office called ^'Secretary's Office :" that 
which resembles it is the office of the clerk of the Council, 
whose papers are kept on file. 

Wishing that the above answers may prove satisfactory, 
I have the honor to be, dear sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

ROB't h. goldsborough. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. 



VIRGINIA. 

Richmond, July 16, 1836. 

Sir — I received your letter of the 1st inst. in due course 
of mail. Want of leisure has prevented me from giving you 
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an earlier answer to the questions on which you desire infor- 
mation. Hoping your pardon for the delay, I proceed now to 
answer them as well as I can. 

1. You will find an account of Arnold's invasion of Vir- 
ginia in Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. 4, ch. 8. (I 
refer to the first edition.) This city (Richmond) being the 
seat of government, all the archives of the state, legislative 
and executive, were of course deposited here. Arnold 
landed his army at Westover, on the left bank of James 
river, some twenty-five miles below, and thence making a 
very rapid march upon Richmond, got possession of the 
town the day after his landing. The executive, advised of 
his approach, made an effort to remove the public archives 
and judicial records out of his reach, and succeeded in re- 
moving the most important of them to a place of safety — 
that is, those relating to the more recent transactions of the 
government ; others^ consisting chiefly^ I believe^ of the 
more ancient archives of the colonial government^ were de- 
posited at Westham>, about six miles above the city, where 
there was a depot of military stores, and some public build- 
ings. A detachment of the enemy was sent to Westham, 
by which the public buildings were burned, and all the 
stores destroyed or brought away. The archives there de- 
posited were likewise destroyed ; but as Arnold, wicked as 
he was, could have had no rational motive to destroy those 
papers, it is probable their fate was owing to the circum- 
stance of their being deposited in the public buildings which 
belonged to, and were part of, the military depot ; and I the 
more incline to this opinion, because Col. Simcoe (an ofiicer 
of good feelings as well as good sense) commanded the de- 
tachment that went to Westham. There were destroyed at 
the same time^ and I believe at the same place ^ some of the 
records and original papers of the general court and of the 
county court of Henrico, Of these last, the number destroyed 
was not large. I believe the greater part of the public archives 
of the executive and legislature of the colonial government, 
were destroyed ; at least, the series of them was so broken that 
it is difiicult now to find a document of the kind when one 
wishes to consult it — so difficult, that the attempt has rarely 
been made. Most of the important archives of the state, from 
the commencement of the revolution, have been preserved. 
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What or how many papers were destroyed during Arnold's 
invasion, I do not know ; and I think it would be very diflBi- 
cult, if not impossible, to ascertain. It could only be ascer- 
tained by a diligent examination of the proper offices, in 
order to find what papers are left there, and if these indi- 
cated the existence of others now missing, it might be in- 
ferred that those missing were destroyed by the enemy ; for 
there has never been any accidental destruction of our public 
archives. But to ascertain the loss in this way would be a 
work of great labor, which the government has never at- 
tempted and no private individual has ever had any motive 
to undertake. 

2. The archives of state (that is, the papers relating to 
executive and legislative transactions) are kept in the capi- 
tol in this city, which is not a fire-proof building — the exe- 
cutive archives being under the care of the secretary of the 
commonwealth, and the legislative under that of the keeper 
of the rolls. 

3. Some of the clerks' offices of the county courts have 
been destroyed by accidental fires, and one or two by fires 
lighted by incendiaries ; and in the offices so destroyed many 
of the records of deeds, wills, and judicial proceedings of 
the courts to which the offices belonged, have been also de- 
stroyed. The clerks' offices are, and have always been for 
the most part, not fire-proof buildings. A few of them, re- 
cently built, are what is called fire-proof. 

4. The original statutes are always enrolled on parch- 
ment, and the rolls put into tin boxes of cylindrical form, 
which are deposited and kept in the office of the keeper of 
the rolls in the capitol. The statutes are no otherwise re- 
corded. All statutes, private as well as public, axe printed 
and published immediately after the end of each session of 
assembly ; but there are collections of statutes of a general 
nature, which have been made and published by authority 
from time to time, omitting the private acts. 

5. All other archives, executive, legislative and judicial, 
are kept in files, or in bound books in which they are re- 
corded, under care of the keeper of the rolls, the secretary 
of the commonwealth, and the clerks of the courts of jus- 
tice respectively. 

I am, sir, with all respect, your ob't serv't, 

B. W. LEIGH. 
Richard Bartlett, Esq. New- York. 
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Note. Judge Marshall, after mentioning that Arnold 
remained at Richmond while Lt. CoL Simcoe proceeded to 
Westham and burnt the public buildings and stores there, 
says only in regard to the destruction of the public archives : 
" Many valuable papers belonging to the government, which 
had been carried thither as to a place of safety, were like- 
wise burnt." R. B. 



NORTH-CAROLINA. 

On the morning of the 21st June, at 7 o'clock, the roof 
of the state-house of North-Carolina, at Raleigh, was dis- 
covered to be on fire, and in defiance of the most prompt 
and spirited efforts, that large edifice, the pride of the state, 
was enveloped in flames, and all of it that was combustible, 
destroyed. The public papers were saved, together with a 
much valued portrait of Washington j but his statue by 
Canova, that chef d^oauvre of the great artist, was destroyed, 
though the most active exertions were made to save it. 

One account says — " The offices of the departments 
(which are in detached buildings) and the official archives, 
are also saved." 

It is very remarkable, that the means which had been 
adopted for the preservation of this building from fire, were 
the cause of its destruction. The shingle roof had been chiefly 
removed for a covering of zinc ; and there is no doubt that 
the fire introduced for soldering the zinc caused this calam- 
ity — one of the persons employed being seen to carry up, 
early in the morning, a coal of fire between two shingles, 
considerably ignited ! 

Canova's statue of Washington cost the state of North- 
Carolina about $25,000. The state-house may be rebuilt 
more convenient and more beautiful than before — ^but Ca- 
nova is dead, and the " wealth of the Indies" cannot make 
such a man as he was. — Niles^ Register^ July 2, 1831. 

It appears that on clearing away the rubbish, the head of 
the statue of Washington has received but a slight injury, 
and that one arm and one leg are nearly perfect. The re- 
maining portion has a tendency to criunble, and it is suppos- 
ed cannot be made to adhere. The state library was en- 
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tirely lost — the old legislative journals^ going back to the 
year 1715, are lost forever, as well as some of the literary 
curiosities. — ^Niles' Register, July 16, 1831. 

Cotirt-House and Clerk^s Office of Hertford Co. burnt. 

From the National Gazette, of April 2, 1830. 

We regret to learn by a gentleman from Murfreesborough 
that the court-house of Hertford County, N. C, situated at 
Winton, was destroyed by fire on Sunday night last. The 
devouring element had made such extensive progress before 
it was discovered, that nothing was saved, and all the records, 
&c. were likewise destroyed. There appeared to be no 
manner of doubt that the fire was communicated by the 
hand of an incendiary. — Norfolk Herald. 

The National Gazette of April 5, in an article confirming 
the above, adds, that the Clerk's Office was also destroyed. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

The following questions were presented to the Hon. Mr. 
Preston, and answers returned, through Hon. Mr. Web- 
ster, of the U. S. Senate. Received January 12, 1837, 
after this article was prepared for the press. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Have any of the legislative or executive archives of 
South-Carolina ever* been destroyed by fire ? If they have, 
when, and to what extent ? 

2. Are the state archives now kept in fire-proof-offices ? 
Are they kept in the capitol ? 

3. Have any of the records of deeds, or of the judicial 
courts, or of the probate (or surrogates') courts been destroy- 
ed by fire ? 

4. Are the original statutes enrolled on paper, or on parch- 
ment ? How are they kept — in files ? Are they recorded ? 
Are they all published ? 

5. Are the other original papers in the secretary's office 
kept in files ? 

6. Have any of the archives of South-Carolina been lost 
or destroyed in any other way ? 

7. Has the capitol or state library ever been burnt ? 

7 
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ANSWERS. 



1. They have never been so destroyed. 

2. Those deposited in Charleston are in fire-proof oflSices. 
Those in Columbia are kept in the capitol, not fire-proof. 

3. In several instances the records of the courts, oflSices 
of mesne conveyances, &c. have been destroyed, involving 
immense inconvenience, loss and litigation. 

4. The statutes are enrolled on parchment, recorded, and 
all annually published since the revolution. 

5. They are. 

6. Some of the ante-revolutionary and revolutionary ar- 
chives have perished by dispersion, by damp, by rats, &c. 
None in the last fifty years — ^that is, records of the last fifty 
years. 

7. Never. Wm. C. PRESTON. 

In addition to the above information from South-Carolina 
I am indebted to John Farmer, Esq. corresponding secre- 
tary of the New-Hampshire Historical Society, for the fol- 
lowing : 

1698. " ' A most terribell and dreadfuU conflagration' 
broke out in Charleston, South-Carolina, and consumed near 
one third part of the town. The secretary's oflBice was 
burnt, and a great many of the writings. This fire happen- 
ed between the month of January and the 5 of July. I 
derive this fact from a MS. letter of Mrs. Sarah Rhett to 
Rev. James Pierpont, minister of New-Haven, Connecticut." 



GEORGIA. 

Questions like those under the South-Carolina head, were 
presented to the Hon. J. P. King, of the U. S. Senate, and 
the following answers returned, through Hon. Mr. Webster. 
Received January 14, 1837, after this article was put to 
press. 

TO THE questions SUBMITTED. 

1. None, except the act of 1794, known as the Yazoo Act. 

2. They are kept in the capitol, which is not fire-proof. 

3. They have, both the records of deeds and judicial 
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proceedings, in some of the counties of the state. Wilkin- 
son is the only one now remembered. 

4. On paper. They are kept in the office of the secre- 
tary of state, in files, of sessions. They are not recorded, 
but all are published, whether public or private. 

5. They are. 

6. If the interrogatory includes the archives when Geor- 
gia was a colony, they have. Since her independence as a 
state, they have not. 

7. It has not. 

KENTUCKY. 

Ashland, 25th July, 1836. 

Sir — I have received your letter requesting information 
in respect to the public archives of Kentucky, and take 
pleasure in answering it. 

The capitol of this state has been twice destroyed by fire. 
The public records not having been kept in it, except within 
a limited extent, were fortunately preserved. They are 
kept in distinct buildings, not, I believe, fire-proof, which 
remain unconsumed. 

The original statutes of the General Assembly (the de- 
nomination given to our state legislature) are engrossed on 
parchment, and carefully filed away and preserved in the 
office of the secretary of state. Both those of a private and 
public nature, as annually passed, are annually published. 

Deeds, mortgages, and other conveyances of land, ordi- 
narily, are recorded in the clerks' offices of the several coun- 
ties within which the land conveyed is situated. There 
are about one hundred. Several of them have been occa- 
sionally destroyed by fire. That of the county of Fayette, 
(including the city of Lexington) was burnt thirty-two 
years ago, and its destruction produced much inconveni- 
ence. The extent of such a calamity is not always at first 
known, but is developed in the process of time. 

I am your ob't servant, H. CLAY. 

Mr. Richard Bartlett. 



OHIO. 

None of the legislative or executive archives of Ohio 
have been destroyed by fire. They are kept in the state- 
house, which is not fire-proof ; but it is in contemplation to 
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build new fire-proof edifices. The statutes are enrolled on 
paper, kept on file, and not recorded, but are all published. 
The other original papers in the secretary of state's oflBice, 
are kept in files. The county records in Crawford, and, it 
is believed, one or two other counties, have been burnt. 



INDIANA. 

None of the archives of this state have been destroyed 
by fire. They are kept in the state-house, which is not 
fire-proof. The original statutes are enrolled on paper, kept 
in files and not recorded, but are all published. The other 
original papers in the secretary's oflSice are kept in files. The 
records of Knox and Dearborn counties have been destroyed 
by fire. 
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APPENDIX. 



ARCHIVES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

Clerk's Office, Ho. Reps. U. S. ) 

January 9, 1837. ) 

Sir — ^In answer to yours of the 31st ult., making enquiries as to 
the manner of preserving records and documents under my charge, 
I have to state in answer to your first enquiry, viz. 

1st. Are the records and papers of the House of Representa- 
tives kept in fire-proof buildings? Answer. They are kept in 
rooms in the capitol which are considered fire-proof 

2dly. Have any of them ever been destroyed by fire ? If they 
have, at what time and to what extent ? Answer, Some few, con- 
sidered of not much importance, were destroyed by the burning of 
the capitol in 1814, by the British. 

3dly, and last. How are the papers kept— in files ? or bound in 
volumes ? Answer. All the original executive communications and 
documents are bound in volumes ; memorials, petitions and miscel- 
laneous, are in files. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obt. servt. 

Richard Bartlett, Esq. > W. S. FRANKLIN, 






New-York. j Clerk H. R. United States. 

The foregoing remarks, it is believed, would apply equally to the papers in 
the office of the secretary of the senate. 



THE FIVE FIRES AT WASHINGTON. 



FIRE OF EIGHTEEN HUNDRED. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE BOOKS AND PAPERS OF THE 
WAR DEPARTMENT, IN 1800, BY FIRE. 

REPORT. 

The acting secretary for the department of war, in obedience to 
the direction of the house of representatives, expressed in their 
resolution of the 2d instant, that he communicate to the house 
such information as may be in his power, in relation to the destruc- 
tion of the books and papers in that department by fire, designat- 
ing particularly what description of books and papers has been 
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lost thereby, and what the probable effect of such loss will be in 
the adjustment of the unsettled accounts of the United States — 

Respectfully reports , 

That he has very little doubt that the fire which, on the evening 
of the 8th November last, entirely destroyed the house then occu- 
pied by the department of war, was communicated from the adjoin- 
ing house, as it was first discovered in the library, which was 
arranged against the partition wall directly behind the fire place 
of that house, and at the distance of the whole middle of the 
house (twenty-five or twenty-six feet) from the only fire-place in 
the apartment ; in which last fire-place a fire had not been made 
on that day or for upwards of three weeks immediately preceding. 
That the rapidity with which a large library extended the flames 
on the admission of fresh air into the room, entirely precluded the 
possibility of saving any books or papers that were deposited on 
the second or third floor — the whole of the former and one apart- 
ment of the latter then being occupied as the secretary's office. 

That not a book or paper of the office was saved, except one 
volume, in which the contracts and deeds for lands sold to the 
United States were recorded. This had been taken into the account- 
ant's apartment on the ground floor in the morning for the adjust- 
ment of some accounts, and was saved with his books and papers 
which were in those apartments. 

That immediately afler the fire, measures were taken to secuiie 
a renewal of the most necessary and important documents in all 
possible cases. That the list of invalid pensioners had also been 
renewed, and sundry communications of importance from the 
department returned and copied ; that additions to these are still 
making, and that the examination of the claims to land for serviees 
in the Virginia line on continental establishment, as directed by 
law, though now suspended, is expected soon to be in the usual 
state of progression. 

That the library, which was entirely destroyed, was extensive, 
and contained many military works of celebrity, which it is scarcely 
expected can be replaced. In order, however, to effect so desirable 
an object as far as may be, the secretary has added a proportionate 
sum to the established appropriation for the present year, for the 
purpose. 

That the claims for the continental military bounty lands, the 
entries for which were, by the act of the 2d of March, 1799, lim- 
ited to the first day of January, 1802, many still remain unsatisfied; 
that from the manner in which the grants were made, the check 
books being all lost, a great difficulty will oppose the renewing 
issues of warrants for those lands. The secretary has recommend- 
ed that all claims be filed in the office before the day on which 
the abovementioned limitation will take place, in order that the 
examination of them may thereafter be made under such regula- 
tions as may be judged most proper to secure to the claimants 
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their lawful rights, and protect the United States as much as pos- 
sible from fraud and imposition. 

That it is not presumed that any consequences to affect the 
adjustment of unsettled accounts will follow from the loss of the 
papers in the secretary's office — the original directions for expendi- 
tures being, it is supposed, to be obtained on the exhibition of the 
accounts growing from them ; and it is not probable that any mate- 
rial injury will result from the losses sustained in the accountant's 
office ; the specification of which, with the remarks of the account- 
ant, follows, viz. : 

Relating to the services and supplies under the present govern- 
ment, William Colfax's account as contractor for the state of New- 
York, from the 1st of January to the 31st of December, 1799. 
Robert Ball's accounts as contractor for North-Carolina, for sup- 
plies furnished in 1799 and 1800. These accounts had been exam- 
ined and the balances ascertained, but had not been entered in the 
principal books, owing to differences in the statements of the claim- 
ants and those made at the offices of which thev had been inform- 
ed, but had not finally removed the objections. No material incon- 
venience it is thought will arise from the loss of those accounts. 

William Colfax & Co's accounts, as contractors for the states of 
New-York, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and Vermont, from the 
1st of January to the 31st of December, 1800. This account 
had not been examined: the amounts are therefore onlv known 
from the claimants' own statements when they were rendered. It 
is thought that no settlement can be made until a principle shall be 
fixed for the settlement of accounts in this situation. 

Nathan Starr's accounts as contractor for furnishing swords, 
belts and scabbards, per contract 1799. This account had not 
been examined, owing to a want of vouchers. It is probable that 
duplicates of the accounts can be furnished, and that no incon- 
venience will arise in the settlement. Part of the vouchers belong- 
ing to the paymaster general's accounts. Some of the muster and 
payrolls of this account were lost, but they can all be replaced ; no 
inconvenience, but that of having copies made from duplicates in 
the possession of the paymaster general, will arise. 

SAM'l DEXTER, Acting Sec'ry of War. 

War Department, 12 Feb. 1801. 



BURNING BY TH£ BRITISH— 1814. 



TREASURY REPORT. 

In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 24 inst., the secretary of the treasury respectfully reports : 

That, with the exception of some old letters from the collectors 
of the customs and commissioners of loans and other unimportant 
documents, no loss of official books or papers was sustained in 
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his particular office by reason of the incursion of the enemy in the 
month of August, 1814. 

That the documents herewith transmitted and marked A, B, C, 
D, £ and F, contain all the information furnished by the heads of 
the several offices attached to this department, in relation to the 
object of the said resolution, and are prayed to be received as a 
part of this report. All which is respectfully submitted, by 

A. J. DALLAS, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Department, Oct. 31st, 1814. 



A. 

Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, > 

28th October, 1814. ) 

Sir — To enable you to comply with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 24th inst. in relation to the destruction of 
books and papers in the Treasury Department, I have to state — That 
all the official books and papers which were in this office on the 24th 
August last, the day of the incursion of the enemy into this city, 
were packed up and removed from the treesury, and have all since 
been returned, except a box containing brief entries of accounts, 
and another containing part of the accounts entered on the new 
books of the account of the War Department for the fourth quarter 
of 1812, and part of the accounts entered on the old books for the 
three last quarters of the same year. 

These boxes, it is supposed, have by some means become mixed 
with others belonging to some other of the departments ; and although 
diligent search has been made for them without effect, I do not yet 
despair of their being found. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Hon. A. J. Dallas, ) NATHAN LUFBOROUGH, 

Secretary of the Treas'y. J Acting Comptroller. 



B. 



Treasury Department, Auditor's Office, > 

October 27th, 1814. J 
Sir — In compliance with your request accompanying a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 24th inst. I have the honor 
to state — That of the official books and papers in the immediate 
charge of this office, none are known to have been destroyed or 
lost " in consequence of the incursion of the enemy in the month 
of August, 1814," excepting only a set of the printed journals and 
reports of the two houses of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 

Sir, your obedient servant. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. y R. HARRISON. 
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C. 

Treasurer's Office, October 27th, 1814. 

Ledgers, journals, remittances, bank, draft, and other books gen- 
erally, in use since the year 1810, have been preserved, and many 
from the first establishment of the treasury, particularly all the pay- 
ments and receipts on account of the Treasury, War and Navy 
Departments, from their commencements. All the warrants, vouch- 
ers, and unsettled accounts of every kind, were preserved, except a 
few accounts and warrants which had been paid in July last, on ac- 
count of the privateer pension fund, and one on account of the 7th 
article of the British treaty. These can easily be replaced, the 
vouchers for the payments being preserved. 

Many of the books and papers destroyed were brought from Phi- 
ladelphia — and very few would ever have been wanted, as all the 
accounts of this office are adjusted at the end of every quarter, and 
the documents accompany the accounts to the accounting officers 
of the treasury department, and afterwards are deposited with the 
Register. T. T. TUCKER, Treasurer of the United States. 



D. 

Treasury Department, Revenue Office. > 

October 26th, 1814. ) 
Sir — I have the honor of stating, in compliance with your re- 
quest — That no official books or papers belonging to this office 
were destroyed in consequence of the incursion of the enemy, in 
the month of August, 1814. 

I am, sir, with great respect, S. SMITH, 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. )- Commissioner of the Revenue. 

E. 

REPORT OF THE REGISTER, 

transmitting the following, viz. 

( 1 ) 

SCHEDULE of the loss sustained by the destruction of the 
Treasury Department in that branch of the Register's office where 
the books and accounts in relation to the impost and tonnage duties, 
and internal revenue and direct tax, are kept, viz. 
The ledgers, journals, and auxiliary books connected with the 
imposts, tonnage and internal revenues, from the commencement of 
the year 1810 inclusive. The export books, from the commence- 
ment to the year 1803, inclusive. 

The vouchers and documents relative to the settlement of the 
accounts of the collectors of the customs, and supervisors of the 
internal revenues and direct tax, from the commencement to the 
year 1811, inclusive. 

It is to be observed, however, that the general results of the ac- 
counts of every individual collector and supervisor, throughout the 

8 
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Union, as settled at the treasury, being exhibited in the annual 
printed statements of the public accounts, the loss above enume- 
rated cannot be considered as essential to, or in any way likely to 
affect the settlement of, future accounts, arising from the sources of 
revenue before stated ; and further, that all the auditor's reports and 
statements of the accounts of the collectors of the customs, the in- 
ternal revenue and direct tax, from their commencement to the 
present period, have been saved. 

JOSHUA DAWSON. 



(2) 
Of the books and papers relative to the receipts and expenditures : 

The principal ledgers and journals, from the commencement to 
the year 1798, were destroyed. The ledgers since that period, as 
well as the complete set of day-books from the commencement of 
the government, have been preserved. 

The vouchers and reports on settled accounts, which were con- 
tained in upwards of one hundred large cases and chests in the 
fire-proof building, were destroyed. The treasury statements on 
said accounts, from the commencement of the present government, 
have in general been preserved. Upon the whole, it is conceived 
but little inconvenience will be incurred in the settlement of ac- 
counts, from the destruction of books and papers in relation to this 
branch of the office. JOS. STRETCH. 



REPORT OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 

War Department, November 9th, 1814. 

Sir — Conformably to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of October 24, requiring of this department a report relative 
to the destruction of books and papers in consequence of the incur- 
sion of the enemy in the month of August, 1814, I have the honor 
to report. That all the books of record belonging to this office were 
saved, and that no papers of any kind were lost, except recommen- 
dations for appointments in the army, and letters received more 
than seven years previous ; of all these, however, there is a record 
in the office, viz. the names of applicants, and a brief of the sub- 
stance of all other letters which were not preserved. 

All the standards and colors taken from the enemy during the 
revolution, as well as those of the present war, which have been de- 
posited in the War Office, were also saved. In relation to the 
books and papers in the offices attached to this department, I take 
the liberty to inclose the reports which have been made to me by 
the principal officer of each. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 

Your obedient servant, JAMES MONROE. 

The Hon. the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 
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ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT. 

Department of War, Accountant's Office, ) 

October 27, 1814. J 

Sir — In compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 24th inst., this day transmitted to me from your 
office, directing the secretaries of the different departments and the 
post-master general, to communicate to the House such information 
as may be in their power in relation to the destruction of official books 
and papers in consequence of the incursion of the enemy in the 
month of August, 1814, &c., I have the honor to state — That the 
books and papers belonging to this office were removed at the time 
above mentioned, and are now in a state of safety, excepting a part 
of the papers and army accounts appertaining to the revolutionary 
war, which had been saved from the flames on the burning of the 
house occuied by the War Department in 1800. When the books 
and papers of this office were removed, as before mentioned, it was 
not practicable to procure conveyance for all ; it was, therefore, 
determined to leave the old papers and army accounts, as the loss 
of those (if any loss should happen) would be attended with less 
inconvenience than that of any other papers. They were in the 
fire-proof room of the office at the time of the incursion of the en- 
emy; and when that building was burnt they remained uninjured 
by the flames. But the room having been entered by some persons 
soon afler the building was destroyed, the papers were deranged, 
and many of them undoubtedly destroyed or carried away at that 
time ; but it is not possible to identify those which may have thus 
been destroyed. When the public papers were brought back to the 
city of Washington, the remainder of those papers (by far the larg- 
est part of the whole) were removed to the house now occupied as 
the accountant's office. It is not probable that the loss of these 
papers can have any effect in the adjustment of the unsettled ac- 
counts of the United States, as the claims (if any) which might 
arise under them, have been barred by acts of limitation. 
With very great respect. 

Your obedient servant, TOBIAS LEAR. 

The Hon. the Secretary of War. 



PAYMASTER'S REPORT. 

Army Pay Office, October 29th, 1814. 

The paymaster of the army of the United States, in obedience to 
a resolution of the House of Representatives, under date of Octo- 
ber 24, 1814, has the honor to report — That by great exertions all 
the books, accounts, rolls and papers of his office which were of any 
considerable importance, were saved from the destructive incursion 
of the enemy, at this place in the month of August, 1814 ; but 
agreeably to the tenor of the resolution he proceeds to mention, as 
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nearly as can well be ascertained, those which were not saved, and 
the probable effect which will result from their loss. They are as 
follows, viz. : Part of the copies of the statements of such recruit- 
ing and other accounts as had been adjusted and settled in this 
office, with old duplicate vouchers, the originals of which were sent 
up to the other offices of the government, to be finally deposited in 
the treasury department : The accounts and vouchers of lieutenant 
Samuel Scott, as paymaster of the 24th regiment of infantry : The 
instructions of the paymaster of the army to all such paymasters, di- 
recting them to keep duplicates of their accounts and vouchers — and 
lieutenant Scott has been called on for the duplicates of his. When 
they are received the loss will be made good. A small book, con- 
taining a record of certain stoppages from the pay of non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, artificers and privates ; a book of minor 
importance — and as the stoppages had all been directed, and many 
of them actually made and done, the loss of it is considered of very 
little consequence : The recruiting accounts and vouchers (in part) 
of the late major Timothy Dix, of the 14th regiment of infantry, 
deceased. If the legal representatives of Maj. Dix produce the 
duplicates which it is expected are among the papers of the deceas- 
ed, the loss will be retrieved. It is possible that some few other 
papers might have been lost, which cannot now be recollected or 
ascertained. It is believed, however, that they could not have been 
of much magnitude or importance. 

Respectfully, R. BRENT, 

The Hon. James Monroe, > Paymaster U. S. Army. 



Sec'y of War. 



REPORT OF THE SUPERINTEND ANT GENERAL OF 

MILITARY SUPPLIES. 

Washington, October 24th, 1814. 

Sir — In compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 24th inst., I have the honor to state — That none 
of the books or papers belonging to the office of the Super intend- 
ant General of Military Supplies have been lost or otherwise de- 
stroyed, in consequence of the incursion of the enemy in the month 
of August last. I am, sir, respectfully, 

Hon. James Monroe, Secretary > Your oVt serv't, 

of War. J RICHARD CUTTS, 

Sup't Gen. of Military Supplies. 



ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S REPORT. 

Washington, Oct. 26th, 1814. 

Sir — ^In compliance with your order, and with a view to meet the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 24th inst. calling 
for information relative to the destruction of official books and 
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papers by the enemy on the 24th August last, I have the honor to 
inform you — ^That the papers which belonged to this office, and 
which were destroyed by the conflagration of the enemy, were files 
of muster rolls, inspection, garrison, muster and recruiting returns 
up to the year 1813, inclusive. In addition to this, several copies 
of Stoddard's Artillery, and a few copies of a System of Drum- 
beating, for the use of the army, which had not been distributed, 
were dso lost. The whole loss, however, is of no material con- 
sequence. I have the honor to be, very respectfully. 
The Hon. James Monroe, ) JOHN R. BELL, 
Sec'y of War. ) Assistant Inspector-General. 

John Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Ordnance Office, 
reported October 27, 1814 — 

That " in the late invasion and conflagration of the enemy in this 

* city, no valuable books or papers attached or belonging to this of- 

* fice sustained any loss or injury. A few printed books, of consid- 

* erable value, and some loose papers of no intrinsic importance, 

* with a small quantity of furniture, stationary, &.c. formed the only 

* articles which were destroyed." 



REPORT FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

James Monroe, Acting Secretary of State, reported Nov. 14 — 
" That when it became apparent from the movements of the enemy 

* after his debarkation at Benedict, that his destination was the seat 

* of government, ev^ry exertion was made, and every means em- 

* ployed, for the removal of the books and papers of this office to 

* a place of safety : and notwithstanding the extreme difficulty of 

* obtaining means of conveyance, it is believed that every paper 

* and manuscript book of the office, of any importance, including 

* those of the old government, and all in relation to accounts, were 

* placed in a state of security : That it was not found practicable, 

* however, to preserve in like manner the volumes of laws reserved 

* by Congress for future disposition. Many of the books belonging 

* to the library of the department, as well as some letters on file, of 

* minor importance, from individuals on business, mostly disposed 

* of, which were unavoidably lefl, and shared the fate, it is presum- 

* ed, of the building in which they were deposited." 



FIRE IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS— 1825. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 

Mr. Everett, from the Committee on the Library, to which the 
subject was referred, made the following Report : 

The Committee on the Library, who were instructed by a vote of 
the House, of the 28th ult. " to inquire into the cause of the fire 
* by which the Library Room and the Library of Congress sustained 
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* damage on the night of the 22d December inst., and to report 

* whether any person or persons in the employ of government be 
' chargeable with negligence in relation to the same," have attended 
to this duty, and beg leave to report : 

[As this report is long, and does not state the extent of the dam- 
age caused by the fire, I give here only a few questions of the com- 
mittee, with the answers of the librarian, Mr. George Watterston, 
from which it may be inferred that the damage was not very great] 

Question 1. What was the appearance of the library room on 
your first entering it after the alarm of fire, on the evening of the 
22d inst. ? 

Answer. The library room appeared as usual, with the exception 
of the fire, which was burning out of the western gallery. I opened 
the door myself 

Question 5. Did you examine the library and pass into the galle- 
ries immediately before you left the room on the evening of the 
22d? 

Answer. I examined the library, but did not pass into the galle- 
ries, because I had never carried lights there, nor ordered them to 
be carried. I did not think it necessary to pass through them ; 
they were no parts of the room, and never used at night. 

Question 8. In what manner do you conceive the fire to have 
originated ? 

Answer. I believe it to have originated in the western gallery, from 
a candle left there by the gentleman who had taken it up. The 
shelves are about eight feet from the cornice of the gallery, and 
the gallery being about twenty feet high, the light of a candle can- 
not be discovered from below, and hence it was not observed when 
I locked the door. The accident, therefore, was one which scarce- 
ly any foresight could have prevented. 

To question 10. Part of the answer. 

Nobody was in the library when I closed it for the night. When 
the lights and fires were extinguished, I looked around the room, 
and perceived no light except that of the moon, which shone bril- 
liantly through the sky-light above. The fire could not have com- 
municated, I think, for some hours after the library was shut up, as 
it seemed to be limited to a small space when I entered, about half 
past 11 o'clock. That it originated from the cause I assigned, is 
my belief, because it is the only rational manner in which I can ac- 
count for it. It is barely possible that it might have been commu- 
nicated by an incendiary. 

Mr. Watterston, in a letter of Jan. 3, 1826, to the committee, 
says — I would barely add, that the whole extent of the eastern gal- 
lery is entirely unoccupied, with the exception of a few sets of the 
laws of the United States and some copies of Pitkin's Statistics, 
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and therefore scarcely ever entered by day or by night ; and that 
the western gallery, in which the fire took place, is filled with doc- 
uments, journals and state papers — and that as these are seldom de- 
manded, this gallery also is not often fi-equented, and therefore 
never lighted at night. 

Another report was made on this subject Feb. 6, 1826, same ses- 
sion. 

From the National Intelligencer, 22 Dec. 1825. 

Fire at the Capitol. About 12 o'clock on Thursday night, 
Vincent, the sergeant of the guard on duty at the capitol, being 
apprized of an unusual light in the apartment of the library of 
Congress, alarmed the librarian, who instantly came to the spot, 
and, on opening the doors, perceived a part of the gallery (of wood) 
which runs round the apartment, to be on fire. He immediately 
removed the books in the alcove adjoining ; and, the alarm being 
spread, the citizens promptly assembled. An engine and hose were 
brought, and by the very active exertions of the firemen, aided by 
a number of members of Congress, who vied with one another in 
their exertions to save the library, the flames were extinguished in 
less than an hour. 

Very few of the books, and those of little value, are consumed. 
Some others of course are injured by the wet and by a hasty re- 
moval ; but the loss is trifiing to what might have been expected. 
The ceiling of the saloon is partly destroyed, and one of the alcoves 
of this beautiful apartment. It is believed that the fire originated 
firom a candle left in the gallery by a gentleman who was reading 
there till a late hour, and which, being up stairs, was not noticed 
when the library was closed. 

The unusual light was perceived by Mr. Everett, of the House 
of Representatives, who was returning to his lodgings from an 
evening party, and who indicated it to the guard. Among the 
members earliest roused, and most active, were Mr. Houston, Mr. 
Webster, Mr. Dwight and Mr. Wickliffe. Mr. Ward, of New- 
York, narrowly escaped great injury from the falling of the plaster. 
Few of the citizens were aroused, and the members of Congress 
are entitled to much of the credit of having saved the library and 
all the perishable part of the building. 

National Gazette, 26 December, 1825. 
We rejoice exceedingly that the Congress library at the capital 
suffered no considerable damage by the fire of which we extract 
an account firom the National Intelligencer. Many of the hooks 
which were purchased from Mr, Jefferson could not he replaced, and 
the collection in general is of much value. This accident may 
save the whole fi^om destruction, by inducing greater caution. The 
librarian, or a careful deputy, should be the last person in the 
library each night, and see that all is safe before the doors are finally 
closed. 
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BURNING OF THE TREASURY BUILDING— 1833. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Treasury Department, April 12, 1833. 

Sir — ^The report which will be made to you of the result^'of the 
investigation you have been pleased to institute, at the request of 
the secretary of the treasury, will present the information that has 
been obtained respecting the circumstances attending the recent 
conflagration of the treasury building. For your further satisfac- 
tion, however, it is thought proper to lay before you such other 
facts connected with the subject as are within the knowledge of 
the officers of the department ; and, as far as may now be practi- 
cable, to state the loss that has been sustained in the records and 
papers, and to offer such suggestions as may tend to greater safety 
in future. 

With a view to this subject, the principal officers who occupied 
the building, viz : the first comptroller, first auditor, treasurer and 
register, were severally called upon ; and their reports are herewith 
transmitted. 

From all that has hitherto transpired, it does not appear that the 
disaster is attributable to any particular neglect or inattention on 
the part of those who had charge of the building. It is shewn that 
past ten o'clock at night all the fires were in a safe condition, and 
that no lights of any kind had been used in that part of the build- 
ing in which the fire originated. Though the person employed to 
watch that night was asleep when the fire was discovered, it appears 
that it was not considered his duty to be awake all night, and that, 
in fact, it has been the authorized practice, for many years, for the 
watchmen in the building to lie down to sleep afi;er about ten or 
eleven o'clock. No satisfactory proof has been obtained of the 
cause of the disaster ; and nothing need be here observed in addi- 
tion to the report already adverted to. 

By referring to the diagrams which accompany that report, the 
position of the apartments occupied by the several officers of the 
treasury may be seen. In the basement, or cellar, three rooms on 
the south side were filled with boxes, containing abstracts connect- 
ed with settled post-office accounts, and were in charge of the 
register's office ; five other rooms were appropriated to the storing 
of fuel, and the residue were empty. On the ground jioor, three 
rooms on the north side, in the eastern section, were occupied by 
the treasurer's office ; the three rooms on the south side of that sec- 
tion, with one room on each side of the south door, and one room 
adjoining the treasurer's office on the north side, were occupied by 
the first auditor's office ; all the other rooms on the ground fioor^ 
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and the adjoining fire-proof rooms, were occupied by the register's 
office. On the principai, or upper floor , the six rooms in the eastern 
section of the building were occupied by the comptroller's office — 
the residue of the rooms on that floor, and the fire-proof adjoining, 
were occupied by the secretary's office. In the attic^ or garret ^ the 
middle room on the south side was appropriated to papers and 
records belonging to the secretary's office — the two adjoining rooms 
on the east, and those of the comptroller's office ; the south eastern 
corner to those of the treasurer's office ; and all the residue to those 
of the register's office. 

The fire was discovered in the second room west of the stair- 
case, on the north side of the house, on the principal floor — being 
the room immediately adjoining the projection in the centre of the 
building, as laid down in the diagram, and being one of the rooms 
belonging to the office of the secretary, and occupied by Mr. A. 
Laub, (who was also the superintendent of the building) Mr. Wolf, 
and Mr. T. Dickins. It was discovered between half past two and 
three o'clock. The great progress it had made when discovered, 
and its rapid advance afler wards, until the total destruction of the 
building, are set forth in the testimony accompanying the report, 
and are besides so well known to the President as to need no fur- 
ther description. 

The secretary, though not among the earliest, was nevertheless 
early in arriving at the scene of the conflagration. He soon saw, 
from the progress which the fire was making, and from the whole 
inadequate means of checking or subduing it, that the entire build- 
ing would probably be consumed. His attention was, therefore, 
immediately, and almost exclusively, directed to the preservation 
of the papers and records in the accounting offices and in the 
register's office. Many of the clerks and citizens assisted with 
great zeal and activity, as well in getting those papers and records 
out of the building, as in preserving them afler wards. Under the 
direction of the secretary, the several collection of papers, books, 
records, &c. that were made, were placed in charge of the clerks, 
or well known and trusty citizens. By these united exertions all 
the important papers belonging to those offices have been saved. 
Those belonging to the treasurer's office have also been preserved. 

The flame, however, was so soon communicated to the garret 
and roof, particularly that part of the roof above the stairs leading 
to the garret, as to render highly dangerous, and indeed impracti- 
cable, any effort to save the papers and records belonging to any 
of the offices, which had been placed in the garret, and consequently 
they were all lost. 

As soon as the papers, books and other records were taken out 
of the accounting and register's offices, the secretary's attention 
was turned to procuring suitable buildings for the immediate ac- 
commodation of the department. Afler various inquiries and nego- 



/ 



66 PRESERVATION OF THE 

tiations, he succeeded ia obtaining, before noon on Sunday, the 
five contiguous buildings on the south side of the Pennsylvania 
avenue, nearest the eastern gate of the President's square. Before 
two o'clock on the same day, all the papers and records that were 
exposed were safely removed to those buildings, and the fire-proof 
apartments of the treasury which remained undestroyed. On 
Monday and Tuesday the attention of the officers was chiefly de- 
voted to the arrangement of the papers and records ; and on Wed- 
nesday the business of the department, which had been partially 
resumed on Tuesday, was in full activity, and transacted as usual. 

Owing to the great quantity of papers, books, and other records 
removed from the building, and the disorder into which they were 
thrown, some time must necessarily elapse before it can be exactly 
ascertained what has been lost and what saved. From the progress 
the fire had made before it was discovered, it was not possible to 
save any part of those in the room in which it originated, or in 
that of the chief clerk, immediately adjoining it on the west. 
Those contained in the room on the south side, directly opposite 
to that in which it commenced, and to which it must have com- 
municated early, were also destroyed. Those in the other rooms 
occupied by the clerks of the secretary on the same floor were 
chiefly saved. Of those contained in the room occupied by Mr. 
Reid and Mr. Nesbit, next east of that in which the fire originated, 
by the timely efforts of the former gentleman, and a few others 
who arrived early, a great portion were saved ; and of those con- 
tained in the room occupied by Mr. F. Dickins and Mr. Rodman, 
owing to the fearless exertions of the former gentleman, who, ac- 
companied by a highly respectable citizen, entered the room by a 
ladder when the roof above was on fire, and continued till the 
doors of his own room were consumed, and the ceiling of that im- 
mediately adjoining on the east had fallen in, none were lost. The 
library and all the papers in the room occupied by the secretary 
were saved by the efforts of a few individuals, among whom were 
the chief clerk and Mr. T. Dickins, who entered it by a ladder 
throuorhthe semicircular window at the west end. All the furniture 
m the rooms, occupied by the secretary's clerks, was copsumed, 
and of that in the secretary's room, the greater part was broken in 
being thrown from the windows. 

The principal loss sustained in the secretary's office, was the 
correspondence ; the whole of which, with the exception of that 
relating to revolutionary claims, and to applications under the in- 
solvent laws, and with the exception also of two record books con- 
taining letters to banks, and two containing communications to 
Congress, was lost. Measures, however, are already in progress to 
replace them as far as may be found practicable. In the mean 
time, it is hoped that no serious detriment will be experienced in 
the transaction of the public business for want of them. 
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The reports from the first comptroller, first auditor, treasurer 
and register, which are herewith transmitted, exhibit the state of 
the papers and records of their respective offices as far as can now 
be ascertained. In those offices were contained all the papers and 
records which relate to accounts, settled and unsettled; and of 
these it is highly gratifying to find that the whole of the latter, and 
all the important portions of the former, have been preserved. 

The secretary has reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all 
the persons belonging to his office who were present on the occa- 
sion. It is represented to him, that Mr. Anthony, Mr. Maginnis, 
Mr. Potter, Mr. Wolf, Mr. A. Laub, Mr. Nesbit, and Mr. 
Mountz, were not aware of the fire at the treasury until it was con- 
sumed, owing to the distance of their residences. The chief clerk, 
and Messrs. McKean, Dungan, T. Dickins, Rodman, Reid, and F. 
Dickins were actively and usefully engaged in rescuing and pre- 
serving the books, records and effects ; as were also Mr. Lovejoy, 
the messenger, and Mr. William J. Goddard, the laborer attached 
to the building, and Mr. Pettet, the assistant messenger, who, ow- 
ing to the distance of his residence, was late in arriving. 

The secretary observed other clerks active and diligent on the 
occasion, as well as many of his fellow citizens. But as he cannot 
recollect all, and to name some only would seem invidious, he 
confines his notice in this place to those attached to his own office. 

As the situation of the buildings now occupied by the department 
does not admit of being otherwise effectually protected, the secre- 
tary of war has, at the request of the secretary of the treasury, 
directed a military guard to be stationed, and sentinels to walk 
round them from sunset to sunrise. Means will also be taken for 
removing some wooden fences which adjoin the building, to pre- 
vent fire from being communicated by them, and to prevent the 
shelter they afford to evil disposed persons. 

Our own experience has demonstrated, what indeed could not 
otherwise be doubted, that there is no proper security for the pub- 
lic archives, consisting of so many and such important records, 
documents and papers, except in fire-proof buildings. The present 
offices are not of this description. The buildings appropriated to 
the state and war departments are partially fire-proof, though in a 
very slight degree. The navy building is altogether insecure, even 
more so than the treasury building was, — inasmuch as the latter 
contained some fire-proof depositories, in which a portion of the 
records were preserved. The secretary, therefore, does not deem 
it proper to recommend the repair of the building, if the President 
should be of opinion that he has authority to repair it. The sec- 
retary, however, takes the liberty to suggest, that, at the meeting 
of Congress, it be recommended that a fire-proof building be erect- 
ed, of sufficient extent to accommodate all the public offices under 
the same roof, having regard as well to those already organized as 



s 



6d PRESERTATION OF THE 

those which the growth of the country will probably render neces- 
sary for some years to come. Such a plan would have the addi- 
tional advantage of removing the great inconvenience which is now 
Constantly experienced in the transaction of business, from the 
separation of the public offices. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

LOUIS McLANE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The President of the United States. 



SUMMARY NOTICE— FIRE OF 1833. 

The reports of the comptroller, first auditor, treasurer, and reg- 
ister of the treasury are added. They throw no light on the sub- 
ject under inquiry, and the following Summary Notice of their sev- 
eral statements will subserve all general purposes. 

The first comptroller, Judge Anderson, reports that all the cor- 
respondence on revenue questions, from the commencement of the 
government up to February 28th, 1833, and most other papers and 
books of value, have been found, and that it ** has not yet been 
' discovered that any books or documents of importance, belonging 
' to that office, or any accounts received in it from the auditor's 
'office, are missing." 

The first auditor, R. Harrison, reports — That every thing in his 
office was removed, and that none but papers of little value are 
missing, and they are daily coming in. The office is perfectly re- 
organized. 

The treasurer, John Campbell, reports, that all the articles, records, 
papers, furniture, &c. in the lower rooms, were removed some time 
before the fire reached them. Those in the garret rooms were en- 
tirely destroyed. The lower rooms contained all the papers that re- 
late to the transactions of the treasurer's office since 1st June, 
1829, and the records of the treasurer's quarterly accounts for sev- 
eral years prior to that time, and the records of payments into the 
treasury by collectors and receivers of public money since 1816. 
The room in the garret contained all the books and papers relating 
to the transactions of the office prior to 1st June, 1829, with 
these exceptions. The papers are now all in order, and arranged 
for use. 

The register of the treasury, T. L. Smith, Esq. reports — ^That 
there is satisfactory reason for believing that the contents of all the 
rooms that were occupied for the transaction of the business of 
this office have been saved. The loss will be confined to the garret 
and the cellar, which were merely places of deposite for the papers 
of the least value. 

The losses are chiefly the vouchers of the internal revenue to 
counts, and those of the war and navy departments prior to 1817, 
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and the '* abstracts** of post-office accounts prior to 1828. The 
records, day-books, &c. being preserved, little inconvenience is 
anticipated from the losses. 

All these reports concur in the necessity of erecting fire-proof 
buildings, — and the register adds a suggestion for the organization 
of fire engine companies. — Niks* Register, April 20, 18^. 



FIRE OF D£€£MB£Br-1836. 

From the National Intelligencer. 

Washington, Dec. 16, 1836. 
Disastrous Conflagration — the General Post- Office and 

Patent Office in ashes. 

It is with no ordinary regret that we perform the duty of announc- 
ing the destruction, by fire, of the building in the central part of 
this city, which has for years been occupied by the General Post- 
Office, the Patent Office, and the City Post-Office, with an import- 
ant part of the contents of those buildings, including the entire 
con#nts of the two latter. 

This calamity, great as it is, has long been feared by those old 
residents of Washington who knew the combustible nature of the 
building — ^the floors being all of wood, and some of them not even 
counter-sealed, and the custom of stowing fuel, not only coal but 
wood, in the vaults underneath the floor. The calamity has come 
at last, and aflbrds the second demonstration, within four years, of 
the utter absurdity and improvidence of the structures to which the 
public archives, records, and government accounts have been for 
the most part confided. 

The first alarm of fire was given by Mr. Crown, a messenger, 
who usually sleeps in the room connected with the City Post-Office, 
(the postmaster's own room.) The clerks had been at work, assort- 
ing the mails, until half past 2 o' clerk, when one of the persons 
belonging to the office (Mr. Lansdale) passed out of the east door 
and along the whole firont of the building, without discovering any 
thing to give rise to a suspicion of danger. Not long afi;er 3 o'clock 
Mr. Crown was roused from a light slumber by the smell of smoke. 
Opening the door of the city post-office, he perceived a dense 
smoke, without any visible appearance of fire. He gave the alarm 
instantly, first rousing Mr. Cox, one of the clerks, who slept in a 
back room adjoining the post-office, and who, coming out of the 
door of his room, passed along the whole of the long room with 
difficulty, through the smoke, hearing the fire crackling, but being 
able to see nothing. The watchmen in the body of the building, 
some distance firom the city post-office, had perceived nothing of 
the smoke, until they, also, were alarmed by Mr. Crown. 
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The hour of the night when all this took place being one at which 
the whole world is buried in the deepest sleep, it was found almost 
impossible to spread the alarm of fire. One of the church bells 
began to ring, but the ringer, not seeing any flame, ceased ringing 
almost as soon as he began ; and it was a full half hour before the 
alarm bells were rung, and more than that time before an engine or 
a bucket of water could be commanded. As it was, the fire had 
its own way, and was at last seen in the vault or cellar immediately 
under the delivery windo\y of the city post-office, followed shortly 
afterwards by flames from the windows of the latter, and, within 
five minutes afterwards, by flames from the roof, the fire having 
crept up along the staircases or partitions to the top of the building 
before it broke out below. 

From the moment of the flames bursting out from the lower win- 
dows it was obvious that all hope of saving the building was in vain. 
In little more than an hour the whole interior of the building and 
its contents were destroyed. 

The books of the General Post-Office were all, or nearly all saved, 
exertions having been made for their safety from nearly the first 
moment of the alarm ; but a mass of papers, &c. belonging to the 
office were destroyed. Not any thing was saved from the Patent 
Office or the City Post-Office, the volume of the smoke preventing 
any body from penetrating the latter so as to save any thing. 

As to the origin of the fire, it is impossible to say any thing, for 
nothing seems to be known of it, except that it was in a cellar or 
vault, in which pine wood and coal were stowed, all of which were 
probably in a state of ignition before the fire disclosed itself to the 
eye. We the more willingly forbear any conjecture as to the 
cause of the fire, since both houses of Congress have taken steps, 
through committees, to investigate it, and in one house with power 
to send for persons and papers. 

Most fortunately the night was calm and comparatively serene, or 
the destruction of private property would have been inevitable and 
great. Had it occurred on the night previous, when the wind blew 
almost a hurricane, several squares of valuable buildings must have 
been destroyed. The means of the city for extinguishing fires are 
wholly inadequate to the value of the property at stake, and the 
sources for the supply of water for the engines are limited in their 
extent, as well as precarious. We trust that the lesson we have 
just received will not be lost on those who have it in their power 
to apply the remedy. 

Of all the amount of loss of papers and property sustained by 
this disaster, that which is most to be regretted, because irrepara- 
ble, is that of the whole of the great repository of models of ma- 
chines in the Patent Office. The mouldering ashes now only re- 
main of that collected evidence of the penetration, ingenuity and 



PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 71 

enterprize which peculiarly distinguish the descendants of Europe 
in the western world. 

The City Post-Office. We have mentioned in the preceding 
article the destruction of all the contents of the City Post-Office. 
All the mails of the night and morning, (including letters received 
by other mails for distribution by those mails) except the Warren, 
Va. and Port Tobacco, Md. mails, had been sent off before the 
fire occurred. All the mails received the preceding evening and in 
the night for delivery at this place, were destroyed, including, of 
course, all the letters for members of Congress, different officers of 
the government, and editors. The transmission of mails from this 
place will not, we understand, be for a moment interrupted by this 
catastrophe. 



BURNING OF THE PATENT AND POST-OFFICE— 1836. 
REPORT OFTHE COMMITTEE ON POSTOFFICES and POST ROADS. 

House, Friday, Jan. 20. Mr. Connor, from the committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads, which was, on the 15th of December, in- 
structed to inquire into the causes of the recent conflagration of 
the Post-Office Department, made the following report : 

[Instead of the report I make two extracts, which are all that it 
contains relative to my purpose. 

The committee are left in doubt and uncertainty whether the fire 

originated from ashes and embers deposited in a wooden box in 

one of the cellars, or from some other cause.] 

"The Post-Master General, residing within a few rods of the 
building, was, very shortly after the alarm was given, at the office ; 
and apprehending the consequences, went directly into his office, 
and commenced, with some two or three others there, the getting 
out of the books and papers belonging to the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. Those on the first and second floors were gotten out, except 
the files and some books belonging to the office of appointments. 
Those were in cases in the rooms and around the walls adjoining 
the Patent Office. Some books from the third story were saved ; 
the greater part were lost." 

" In relation to the loss sustained by the government, your com- 
mittee are unable to offer any opinion satisfactory to themselves, or 
that might be so to others. Most of that lost none could fix a value 
on ; the models, the drawings, the books, and all else connected 
with the Patent Office, are lost — nothing saved. The letters, pa- 
pers, and mails that remained in the Post Office, with the furniture, 
all destroyed, with the fuel belonging to the offices. 

" The necessity for the erection of a building for the accommo- 
dation of the Post-Office Department must be obvious to all. The 
great object of the government should be the safety and preserva- 
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lion of the records. Those can be secure only in buildings strictly 
fire-proof. It was the practice in the Post-Office building, and per- 
haps is the same in the other Departments, necessarily so, of stow- 
ing in the cellars of the buildings their fuel. The danger that the 
buildings are always liable to be fired, accidentally or otherwise, 
can be prevented only by the erection of out^buildings for the 
stowing in of wood and coal, — and for that purpose your committee 
have instructed me to report a bill." 

Ol^ Note to page 20. The error particularly alluded to, page 
20, may be corrected by the following note from Col. Bartlett 
after this pamphlet was nearly through the press. 

" There is in this sentence an error which I noted on the Letter 
soon after it was communicated by Gov. Pierce to the Legislature. 
The records of the Council from April 5, 1742, to July 30, 1767, 
are in the latter part of the first tolume of the Charter Records, 
and hence were overlooked at the moment of preparing this letter. 
The sentence would have been more accurate and clear if it had 
read thus : * And there are no records ef the Governor and Coun- 
' cil for any of their otiier sessions which may have been held when 

* the Assembly was not in session from 1680 to 1689 inclusive ; from 
' 1693 to 1699 inclusive ; from 1722 to 1742, and from 1767 to 1772 ; 

* the Colony having been united with, and under the government of, 
' Massachusetts for most of the time between 1689 and 1692.' " 



RHODE-ISLAND. 

I am indebted to Mr. John R. Bartlett, of the R. I. Historical 
Society, for the following notice from Mr. J. H. Webb, secretary 
of that Society. Received too late for insertion in its proper place. 

" The colony records were never destroyed. Those of the town 

* of Providence were destroyed in part in March, 1676. They 
' were kept in the house of John Smith, a miller, then town clerk. 
' The house was set on fire by the Indians ; he ran in to rescue 
' them from the flames, and those he got he threw into the river for 
' safe keeping. These were afterwards obtained in a mutilated and 
' somewhat obliterated condition, and are now on file, or rather in 
' bogy in the clerk's office. These records contained the doings of 
' the town for the first fo/ty years after the settlement. A commit- 
' tee was afterwards appointed to report the nature of these docu- 

* ments, and that report is now on file in the above office." 

The burning of the Treasury Department in 1833, was the work 
of incendiaries, effected for the purpose of destroying papers which 
would go to prove fraudulent conduct on the part of persons en- 
gaged as pension agents. A train of circumstances led to the ar- 
rest and conviction of Harry- White and Richard H. White of 
firing the building. 



